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| | Dover-ftrent, April 10. 
My Dzax Louisa, | 
Y mother greatly ſurpriſed me this 
morning, by putting a letter into 
my hands, which the had juſt received 
from Mrs. Smith at Bath; who writes her, 
that your father having at laſt ſettled his 
affairs, and finding it impoſhble, in the 
deranged ſtate of his fortune, to ſupport 
the figure in life he has hitherto main- 
' tained, has reſolved to leave England, 
and reſide abroad for ſome time; and that 
you have declared your intention to ac- 
company him,. and have withſtood ey . 
Vor. I. B +44, argue 
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argument urged by him to diſſuade you 


from it.— My mother expected to hear all 
the particulars from me, and was aſto- 
niſhed to find that I knew nothing of 
the matter—as ſhe was clearly of opinion 
there were good grounds for the report, 
Mrs. Smith having received her intelli- 
gence from your neighbour, Dr. Blewett. 
Whataml to think of this, my dear Louiſa ? 
Ought I to pay any credit to ſuch a re- 
port ꝰ Can I believe that the friend and 
companion of my youth, to whom I have 
reyealed all the ſecrets of my heart, would 
determine on leaving England, without 
acquainting me with her reſolution ? I 
will not for a moment ſuppoſe my Louiſa 
capable of ſuch reſerves In your laſt, 
you ſay, that Mr. Digby is perfectly re- 
conciled to the alteration in his circum- 
ſtances, and began to look forward with 
pleaſure to the quiet enjoyments of a rural 
life ;—what can have happened to make 
ſo ſudden an alteration in his ſentiments ! 


believe me, this letter of Mrs. Smith has 
made 
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made me very uneaſy ; and I deſire you 
will immediately let me know whether 
there be any truth in the account my mo- 
ther has received. Write then, my dear 


Louiſa, and remove the anxiety of your 
affectionate friend, 


HARR. MorDAUNT, 


C04) 
_ Mrss Dicny ro Muse Monpavxr. 


| 1 [Prive, FRY | 

ES, my belonied: friend't my father 

has determined to leave his native 
country, and retire to ſome town either in 
France or Germany, where he may ſup- 
port his character, and yet live within the 
bounds of the ſmall income to which he is 
reduced ; and no arguments in my power 
have been wanting to perſuade him to 
keep this reſolution ; fince I am con- 
vinced, beyond a doubt, that to a man of 
his ſpirit, and acquaintance with the gay 
world, the mortifications he muſt receive 
in his preſent fituation, would be inſup- 
portable. His principal objection aroſe 
from his reluctance to leave me; but 
when I declared my determined reſolu- 
tion to accompany him to the fartheſt 
part of the globe, and by my preſence 
and aſſiſtance to make his abode, in any 


place, as agreeable as poſſible, my deareſt 
father 
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father was melted even to tears. No, my 
Louiſa, my below ed child, he replied, in 
broken accents, you ſhall not follow my 
unhappy fortunes, or partake of the troubles 
which will probably attend my future days. 
You have already ſacrificed enough to 
duty; and I ſhould be unworthy of fuch 
a child, were I to conſent to 4 meaſure ſo 
injurious to your preſent and future proſ- 
pects. In lady Manning, you will find 
2 friend in whom you may repoſe an 
unbounded confidence. You ſhall attend 
her in London, and it will afford me great 
fatisfaction to leave you with a woman of 
honour, on whoſe prudence I can ſafely 
rely. As I was about to reply with great 


earneſtneſs, our converſation was inter. © 


rupted by the entrance of Dr. Blewett ;j— 
that worthy divine is the only one of our 
former => with whoſe converſation 
my father ſeems pleaſed :—being too much 
taken up with the ſubject in which we 
were engaged before the Doctor came, 
to enter with pleaſure on any other, I 
withdrew to my chamber, being deter- 
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mined to ufe every means in my power to 
prevail on my father to conſent to my 
wiſhes, at our next meeting. I did not ſee 
him again until the next morning—the 
doctor had prevailed on him to ride over 
to his houſe, from whence he did not re- 
turn till late in the evening. When we 
met at breakfaſt, this tender parent ob- 
ſerved, by the redneſs of my eyes, that I 
had paſſed an uneaſy night; and as ſoon 
as the ſervant was withdrawn, enquired in 
the moſt affectionate manner, after my 
health.—TIreplied, that I never knew what it 
was to receive unkind treatment from him, 
until laſt night ; and that unleſs he wiſhed 
to make me the unhappieſt creature living, 
he muſt no longer oppoſe my attending 
him to whatever part of the world he choſe 
to retire, At length, after many argu- 
ments, uſed in vain, to diſſuade me from 
my purpoſe, he complied with my re- 
queſt. Thus, my dear Harriot, you find 
your mother's intelligence was well ground- 
ed, and I was juſt going to write you an 

account 


. 


account of it, when I received your laſt ; 
T had likewiſe a letter from your brother 
by the ſame poſt, which I ſhall anſwer to- 
morrow.— In my next I ſhall, perhaps, 
be able to acquaint you with the time of 
our coming to town, as my father has 
many affairs to ſettle before he can leave 
England. As ſoon as I get into London, 
my feet will carry me inſenſibly to Dover- 
ſtreet. Let me hear from you ſoon, and 
believe me to be, 
Your truly ſincere friend, 
Lovisa Dior. 
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Dicsy, 
20 Dowen- ſtreet, April. 
DEAREZSH Lovis, 
I AM thunderſtruck with my ſiſter's ac- 
count of your haſty determination to 
leave England with your father! Surely, 
my amiable Louiſa, you cannot have for- 
gotten. the promiſe you made me, when 
we were laſt together at Bath ! and yet, if 
you perſiſt in this reſolution, it is impoſ- 
ſible for you to fulfil it.—I am ſure Mr. 
Digby has your real good too much at 
heart, to wiſh you to accompany him ei- 
ther to France or Germany; as the for- 
feiture of lady Manning's favour, would 
probably be the conſequence of it.— f, 
indeed, your father's health was declining, 
if he was far advanced in years, and re- 
quired a daughter's tenderneſs to ſuſtain 
and comfort his declining age, affection 
might require you to give up every body 


for him — but as he is almoſt in the prime 


of life, is bleſt with a good conſtitution, 
jets ; | and 
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and great ſpirits, let me endeavour to per- 
ſuade you to give up all thoughts of this 
journey. If you have any regard for my 
happineſs, you will oblige me in this 
point; as it will be impoſſible for me to 
ſurvive your abſence ;—when your father 
had conſented to our union, when lady 
Manning had declared her good intentions 
towards us, could I have thought my be- 
loved Louiſa would have taken ſo fatal a 
reſolution! A reſolution, which, if per- 
ſiſted in, will make me the moſt miſera- 
ble of mankind ! For my ſake, for lady 
Manning's ſake, let me conjure you to 
lay afide all thoughts, for the preſent at 
leaſt, of this journey for if you perſiſt, 
you will drive me to deſpair. Reflect then, 
my dear Louiſa ! comply with the wiſhes 
of your parent, your benefa&reſs, and 
your lover; reſolve to oblige them in this 
point, as you regard the ene or mĩ- 
ſery of your 
Paſſionately affecklonate, 
CHARLES MORDAUNT. 


B 5 Miss 
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Miss Diegr To THE REV. Ms. Mons 
DAUNT» 


Priory, April. 

Dax CHARLES, 180 

H E long intimacy which has ſub- 
ſided between our families, and my 
father's approbation of your addreſſes, 
make me write without referve to you, on 
a ſubject of fo much delicacy.— Indeed I 
never Wiſhed to behave with affected re- 
ſerve towards you; I know too well the 
goodneſs of your heart, to fearthat you will 
make an improper uſe of the proofs 1 have 
given you of my regard ; and unleſs your 
conduct be very different from what it has 
hitherto been, you ſhall never have rea- 
ſon to complain of a change in my ſenti- 
ments. The promiſe I made you at Bath, 
J will religiouſly obſerve ; but I ſhould 
prove you had placed your affections on 
a very unworthy object, were I to prefer 
my happineſs to my father's cafe, Believe 
; me, 


EE. ˙ ih Attend 
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me, dear Charles, ſhe will make a very 
indifferent wife, who is not an affefionate 
daughter; at my time of life, and with 
my natural gaiety, theſe ſerious reflec-' 
tions may ſeem out of character but the 
ſubject is a ſerious one, and I cannot treat it 
lightly, Had my father's affairs taken the 
moſt favourable turn, you had conſented 
to wait two years, in hopes of obtaining 
preferment ; your good ſenſe and agree- 
able manners, entitle you to notice in the 
profeſſion you have choſen but I fear, 
my dear Charles, that your's is not the 
readiefl way to affluence, —In other pro- 
feſſions, merit is very frequently a ſuſlici- 
ent recommendation, but in the church, 
J have heard my father often ſay, (and 
who knows the world better?) that merir, 
without intereſt, ſeldom obtains prefer- 
ment ;—you, however, are ſure of a gen- 
tee] proviſion and you may rely on my 
conſtancy ;—why then ſhould you object to 
my giving this proof of my aſſection to 
the beſt of fathers? Who knows what 


may happen in two years? Let me per- 
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ſuade you to reconcile yourſelf to this 
ſhort abſence—at the end of that time, I 
ſhall be more worthy of your regard, if I 
profit any thing by the inſtructions of my 
father, —lI ſhall have ſeen more of the 
world, and my preſent ideas will be en- 
larged.—I- am not afraid of loſing lady 
Manning's affe&ions ;—the only point in 
which we ever differed, was about my fa- 


der- but ſhe has been ſo long convinced 


of my attachment to him, that ſhe has not, 
for ſome time paſt, diſtreſſed me in blam- 
ing his conduct. Nothing could increaſe 
my reſpe& and regard for this venerable 
woman, but her entertaining a more fa- 


and I have no doubt, but ſhe will in time 
be convinced, that ſhe has not done him 
juſtice, —Expe& to ſee me in town very 
ſoon—make my reſpectful compliments to 


ſured, that I am, 
| Yours, very ſincerely, 
Lovisa DicBY, 


Ma. 


vourable opinion of my beloved parent; 


your dear mother and ſiſter, and be aſ- 
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Ma. Dior ro CoLoxEL NUGENT. 


a | Prix, April. p 

Ar laſt, my dear colonel, the diſ- 
agreeable bufineſs is finiſhed, in 
which I have been ſo long engaged: 
the ſale of my eſtates produced a larger 
ſum than I expected but then, the de- 
mands upon me, were much greater than 
I imagined they would be ;—every thing, 
however, 1s now ſettled, and in a ſhort 
time I ſhall leave for ever the manſion, in 
which I was born, and wherein I have 
paſſed ſo many bappy days ! I had thoughts 
at firſt, of ſeeking out a deſirable ſpot in 
a diſtant county, and ſettling there—but 
when I conſidered how little I ſhould reliſh - 
a mere country life, I determined to alter. 
my plan.—You know, colonel, that I hate 
drinking, am not paſſionately fond of pur- 
ſuing a fox at the hazard of my neck, nor 
indeed of any of the amuſements in which 
| country 
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country gentlemen waſte their time my 
life has been a buſy one, and my con- 
nexions with the great and gay world 
have ſo habituated me to ſociety, that I 
cannot yet think of embracing a perfect 
ſolitude z—but as London, in the preſent 
ſtate of my finances, is by no means a 
proper place for me to reſide in, I have 
reſolved to leave the kingdom, and in- 
dulge myſelf in a little tour. At ſome of 
the German courts, I may, perhaps, fix 
myſelf.—I have many friends abroad, and 
think 1 ſhall paſs my time more to my 
ſatisfaction with them, than I could hope 

to do in any ſmall town in England, My 
| ſeat in parliament will be vacant at the 
next eletion.—I wiſh, my dear colonel, 
I could perſuade you to offer your ſervices 
to the county; your independent fortune 
and principles, would, doubtleſs, fecure 
you a majority, as the country gentlemen 


U * ſeem determined to oppoſe Lord B. who 


has been indelicate enough already to ſo- 


licit them, under my very noſe—and as 
g a you 


.. 


you intend, ſome time or other, to be in 
parliament, I think a better opportunity 
cannot offer. My dear Louiſa is deter- 
mined to go abroad with me. I have 
uſed every argument in my power to pre- 
vail on her to reſide with lady Manning 
in my abſence but the earneſtneſs with 
which ſhe entreated me to take her with 
me, was not to be withſtood. —The re- 
ſemblance which this dear girl bears to 
her mother, fills me often with the moſt 
melancholy reflections !—her perſon is 
as charming, her wit 1s as brilliant, but 
the has a better underſtanding, and a 


turn of mind more adapted to domeſtic 


felicity.—Unhappy lady Caroline] what 


have I not ſuffered from the levity of her 


conduct! but I rejoice that her indiſcre- 
tions are concealed from the world. Lady 
Manning adores the memory of my wife, 
and imputes all my misfortunes to my 


ambition, and immoderate love of plea- 


ſure—let her, let all the world lay the 
blame on me; conſcious of my own inno- 
| cence, 


69 


cence, I can bear theſe unjuſt ſuſpicions 
with patieace ; all lady Caroline's miſ- 
conduct is buried with her in the grave, 
and I remember only her lovely form, her 
engaging manners, and the , thouſand 


_ nameleſs graces for which I ſo paſſionate- 


ly loved her ! Louiſa, as I ſaid before, is 
as beautiful as her mother; ſhe has like» 
wiſe a ſoftneſs in her manner which is 
more engaging, and a diſcretion at eigh- 
teen which lady Caroline did not poſleſs 


at thirty. But I will quit a ſubject which 


always brings along with it a train of me- 
lancholy reflections Write me one let- 
ter before I leave the country and think 
ferioufly of the propoſal I have made you. 
Adieu! believe me on all occaſions, 
Your ſincere friend, | 

Jonx Dios. 
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CoLoNEL NuGENT To JohN DicBy, Esa. 


Harley-ftreet 5 April 0 


Pe I ſhall regret the abſence 
of a ſincere friend, from whoſe ad- 
vice and perfect knowledge of the world 
I have reaped ſo many advantages, yet I 
cannot but approve of the plan you have 
adopted. At your time of life, and with 
your abilities, to have ſhut yourſelf up in 
ſolitude, would have been a public loſs ta, 
ſociety—as it is, your country will haye. 
reaſon to lament that you can no longer 
maintain the rights of a free people 
your conduct in parliament has deſervedly 
endeared you to the whole county, and a 
man muſt entertain a high opinion · of 
himſelf, who would venture to ſucceed 
you this alone would make me very dif- 
dent of offering my ſervices ;—beſides, 
my eſtate in that county is ſo ſmall, that 
I fear it would be conſidered as great 
__ preſumption in me to attempt it; - but 
we will talk this matter over when you 


me 
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Come to town,—I am not at all ſurpriſed 
at Lord B's. behaviour, nor at the recep- 
tion he is likely to meet with ;—his poli- 
tical principles are ſo oppoſite to yours, 
that all who approve your conduct, muſt 
condemn his. The 1ndelicacy of his be- 
haviour towards you, is of a piece with 
that of the reſt of the family. Lady Ca- 
roline's relations never loved you, and to 
that I attribute a great part of her ill con- 
duct. Lady Manning highly diſapproves 
of what ſhe calls your rambling ſcheme, 
and ſays Louiſa has no longer a friend in 
her, if ſhe does not give up her inten- 
tion of going with you indeed I think it 
will be much better for her to remain in 
town with her ladyſhip ;—her going will 
add greatly to your expences, and very 
poſſibly prevent you from vifiting many 
places you would wiſh to ſee—but this is 
a point which muſt be ſettled between 
yourſelves, and no one, in my opinion, 
has a right to interfere in it. ö 
Charles Mordaunt called on me yeſter- 

U. | | day 
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day—he complains of Louiſa's cruelty 
and indifference towards him. Lady Man- 
ning takes his part, and has promifed to 
write Miſs Digby on the ſubje&.—Can I 
do you any ſervices in town? Need I ſay 
that you may freely command every thing 
in the power of your ſincere friend, | 
S8. NvcenT? 
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" FLATTERED myſelf, that the many 
proofs I have given you, my dear Louiſa, 
of my friendſhip and affection, had ſo far 


engaged your gratitude, as to make it im- 


poſſible for you to determine on any mat- 
ter of conſequence, without firſt acquainting 
me with it, and taking my advice upon it; 
have I not reaſon, then, to be offended at 
the ſtep which I hear you are going to 
take ? If you did not yourfelf think it an 
imprudent one, what ſhould hinder you 
from communicating it to me? The in- 
tereſt which I have taken in all your con- 


cerns, and my anxiety for your happineſs, 
entitle me to ſome degree of confidence ; 


and my Louiſa has not ated with her 


uſual candour and openneſs, in concealing 


this affair from me—have you forgot the 
laſt inſtructions of your dying mother ? 
Did ſhe not recommend you to my care, 


with 
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with the greateſt earneſtneſs, and make ms 
promiſe to ſupply the place of a mother to 
you, as I before had done to her? Did ſhe 
not with her laſt breath intreat you to be 
governed by my advice, and never to enter 
into any engagements, without firft conſult- 
ing me? And have you in ſo ſhort a ſpace of 
time as fourteen months, forgotten the in- 
junctions of a dying parent? A parent 
who loved you with truly maternal affec- 
tion, and who ſeemed more anxious, on 
her death bed, for your happineſs, than 
her own ! When you refle& on theſe 
things, I am perſuaded you will be con- 
vinced that you acted wrong in not ac- 
quainting me with your intentions of leav- 
ing England with your father—and your 
ſilence is a ſtrong argument, in my opi- 
nion, that you thought I ſhould diſap- 
prove a meaſure which is ſo highly con- 
demned by the earl your grandfather, 
and all your mother's relations. Let me 
aſk you, Louiſa, if you have well con- 


| Gdered the conſequences of this journey ® , 
Mr. 


—————— 
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Mr. Digby is blamed for it, by all his 
friends, and I ſhould have written him on 
the ſubject, had I not been too well ac- 
quainted with his pride and obſtinacy, to 
expect any good from my application 
but that you have reſolved to accompany 
him, is what I can ſcarcely believe ; have 
you forgot the engagement you have en- 
tered into with Mr. Mordaunt? An en- 
gagement which received the ſanction of 
your father's approbation, and to which I 
gave my conſent? Do you conſider that 
your father is a young, a very gay man? 
And is it nct likely that he may ſoon enter 
into freſh engagements ? And would you 
with to be under the controul of a mother- 
in-law, in a foreign country? If your fa- 
ther is determined to purſue his wild 
ſcheme, let me intreat you to lay aſide all 


thoughts of going with him.—Come and 


live with me; ſupply the place of yourdear 
mother in my affections ; and continue to 


which 


[ deſerve the good opinion which your re- 
©, Ftions at preſent entertain of you; but 
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which you will forfeit for ever, if you re- 

fuſe to follow the advice I now give you. 
If your anſwer is agreeable to my wiſhes, . 

3 you may depend on the tenderneſs and af- 

fection of | 

C Your ſincere friend, 

= E. MANNING, , 


Miss 
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Miss Diczy ro Lavy ManninG, 


| Priory, April.” 
Honoured MapDan, 

WAS employed in writing to your La- 
dyſhip, when I was favoured with your 
letter, by which I find that you have heard 
from other hands, of my intention to at- 
tend my father to France and Germany. 
I hope you will believe me, madam, 
when I aſſure you, that I am extremely 
defirous of obtaining your good opinion, 
and that I ſhould be very ſorry to forfeit 
the regard you have profeſſed for me.— 
The injunctions of a dying mother are 
not forgot ; and as I reverenced her when 
living, fo will I ever pay a dutiful reſpect 
to her memory—had ſhe been my only 
parent, I ſhould have embraced the pro- 
tection which ſhe recommended, with the 
utmoſt gratitude ; but I thank God, ma- 
dam, I am not an orphan ! I have a father, 


- - Whole indulgent tenderneſs and affection 
* | I have 


the 


er, 
ion 
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I have experienced, on all occafions, and 
I hope I ſhall not be deprived for many, 
many years, of his protection !—loving 
and honouring this dear parent as I do, 
your ladyſhip may eafily conceive how 
very diſagreeable it muſt be to me, to hear 
reflections thrown out againſt him, which. 

I am confident he does not deſerve j— 
believe me, madam, you will one day be 
convinced that he does not merit the unfa- 
vourable opinion you at preſent entertain 
of him. What part of his conduct deſerves 
ſuch ſevere cenſure ? Was he not a moſt 
tender, a moſt indulgent huſband ? Did 
he not gratify lady Caroline in every wiſh 
of her heart ? And was he not overwhelm- 
ed with the deepeſt affliction when ſhe was 
taken from him? Has he not been a 


moſt affectionate parent? Was he not 


ever a fincere friend? And is not the 
late proof he has given of his honour, 
ſufficient to convince your ladyſhip of the. 
firmneſs of his integrity ? It is true, that 
he is above accepting any favaurs from 

Vor. I. * the 


him. — Do not then, madam, be offended 
at 


( 26 ) 


the carl of E. and his conduct in that re- 
ſpect has my warmeſt approbation.— I have 


been too often a witneſs to the ſupercilious 


behaviour of my mother's relations—a 
behaviour ill ſuited in all reſpects to the 


_ generoſity of my father's temper ; what 


has he not born from that family for my 
mother's ſake ! Indeed, madam, when you 


accuſe him of pride and obſtinacy, you 
do him great mjuſtice ;—and the reſpect 


with which he has ever treated your lady- 
ſhip, and the real regard he entertains for 
you, entitle him to a greater ſhare of your 
favour, than you allow him. His motive 
for going abroad, does him. the higheſt 
honour ; he has ſacrificed the pleaſures, 


and almoſt the conveniencies of life, to 


Juſtice ; and has generouſly uſed all argu- 


ments in his power to prevail on me to 


accept your ladyſhip's invitation; but 
when he found that I could not ſupport 
the thought of a feparation from him, he 
has kindly conſented to my going with 
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at my perſiſting in the reſolution I have 
formed; the duty which I owe my father, 
is ſuperior to all other conſiderations, and 
I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf, were I to deſert 
him in his diſtreſs. We ſhall come to town 
in a ſhort time, when I ſhall take the figſt 
opportunity of paying my duty to your 
ladyſhip ; l ſhall alſo wait onthe earl of E. 
My mother's father ſhall never have it in 
his power to ſay that I was wanting in pro- 
per reſpect to him ;—as for my uncle, lord 
B. the rudeneſs of his behaviour to us in the 
country, has made me very indifferent as 
to any opinion he may form ef me. To 
loſe your favour, madam, would indeed 
affect me greatly; and it is a misfortune 
which I hope will never befal me; at leaſt, 
nothing in my power, eonſiſtent with the 
love and duty I owe my father, ſhall: be 
omitted to convince your ladyſhip of the 
gratitude and affection with which I am, 
deareſt madam, your obliged and grateful 
Humble ſervant, - - 
Lors Dicny. 
C 2 M1ss 
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Miss Diczy ro Miss Mogpaunrt. 


8 Priory, April. 
DAA Harnior, | 
VOR brother Charles has offended me 
beyond meaſure, and I could almoſt 
find in my heart to revoke the promiſe I 
made in his favour :—after writing me on 
the ſubje& of my going abroad, and re- 
ceiving a long letter in anſwer, wherein I 
aſſured him of my conſtancy and affec- 
tion, and gave him my reaſons for deter- 
mining to attend my father, he has dared 
to complain to lady Manning, and pre- 
vailed on her to write me a long letter, 
endeavouring to diſſuade me from my pur- 
poſe;—her ladyſhip will, however, ſee by 
my anſwer, that greatly as I eſteem her, I 


am not to be perſuaded out of my duty, 


and I hope the reaſons I have given, will 
_ fatisfy her—ſhould it be otherwiſe, my 
thanks are due to your brother for the loſs 
of lady Manning's affection ;—indeed, my 
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dear Harriot, I am very angry with him, 
and I defire you will tell him how much 
I reſent his behaviour, —If 1 forgive him, 
it will be at your interceſhon ; you, my 
friend, will, I know, be a warm advo- 
cate for him you are blind to his faults ; 
and indeed it muſt be ſaid, that no bro- 
ther ever behaved better to a ſiſter it was 
that polite attention which he paid to you, 
and which it is ſo much the faſhion for 
brothers to neglect, that firſt intereſted 
me in his favour; and if he recovers it 
again, he ſhall owe it to your mediation. 
We are preparing for our journey to 
town. My father's melancholy increaſes, 
as the time draws nearer when he is to 
bid an everlaſting adieu to the ſeat of his 
anceſtors—for he has declared, that when 
he leaves this place, he will never ſet his 
foot again within the county ;—this low- 
neſs of ſpirits convinces me more than ever 
of the neceflity of my atrendance, and I 
hope in a ſhort time, to light up {miles 
again in a countenance which is now 
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overclouded with dejection. Adieu! my 
dear Harriot - preſent my refpe&ful com- 


pliments to your mother, and believe me 


to be, 
Your very ſincere friend, 


Lovisa Dicsy. 
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Ms. Di GB To COLONEL NUGENT. 


Priory, April. 
— been engaged, my dear colo- 
nel, for ſeveral days paſt, in a very 


melancholy employment. I have taken a 
ſurvey of my eſtate, with the new owner, 


and am prepared to bid adieu for ever, to 


the lawns, the woods, and the vallies, in 
which I have formerly taken ſo much de- 
light, and wherein I have been ſo often 
entertained with your converſation. After 
recovering the ſhock of lady Caroline's 
death, and treating the inſolence of her 


relations with proper contempt, I could 


not have thought that the taking an ever- 
laſting leave of this venerable manſion 
would have given me ſo much uncaſineſs; 
—it is a weakneſs which I thought myſclf 
ſuperior to.—My beloved daughter has 
noticed my dejection, notwithſtanding the 
pains I took to conceal it from her, and 
uſes all means in her power to remove it. 

| C4 She 
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She plays to me, and accompanies her in- 


ther.-Oh, colonel ! had lady Caroline re- 
liſhed the pleaſures of domeſtic felicity, 
how happy had been the life of your 


my amiable Louiſa's, I had not been the 
man I am !—the violence of my affection 


leſs fond, ſhe perhaps had been more diſ- 
creet ! but the pleaſures of the world en- 
groſſed her whole attention; and I was 


tiful woman, but in a croud. Family pride, 


her too fond of herſelf—nor were the duties 
of a mother of weight enough to engage 
her in domeſtic happineſs !—She commit- 
ted the care of her lovely daughter to others; 
nor could all my entreaties prevail on 


more! and I have ſome comfort in the re- 
flection, that ſhe lived not to experience 
| the 


ſtrument with that harmonious voice which 
J never heard equalled, but by her mo- 


friend ! had her turn of mind reſembled 


for her, haſtened our ruin ; had I-been 


ſeldom blefled with the fight of this beau- 


and flattery from her very infancy, had made 


her to act a mother's part! but ſhe is no 
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the diſtreſſes of my preſent ſituation !—I 
fear her conduct would have been very 
different from my daughter's ! I ſhould 
eaſily, my friend, have prevailed on her 
to accept her father's protection, and ſuf- 
fered the mortification of ſeeing her deſert 
her huſband in his misfortunes !—a huſ- 
band, who ſacrificed every thing to the 
gratification of her wiſhes, and whoſe 
fondneſs for her has proved his ruin !— 
but it 1s to you only, that I complain ! to 
you alone, who are acquainted with every 

ſecret of my heart, do I lament the levity 

of lady Caroline's conduct ! had ſhe lived 

longer, Louiſa muſt have taken notice of 
it—indeed I have ſome reaſon to think 

that her mother's. behaviour did not al- 

ways meet with her approbation—the duty 

and affection which ſhe has ſhewn to me, 
convince me, that ſhe approved my beha- 
viour to her mother, during the two years 
ſhe was conſtantly at home with us, and 
her reſentment at the indelicate behaviour 
of the earl her grandfather, and his fa- 
| C 5 mily, 
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mily, and the reſolution ſhe has taken of 
attending me abroad, are inſtances of af- 
fection rarely to be met with at her age ;— 
that I may live to ſee her happily diſpoſed 
of in marriage, to a man worthy of her, to a 
man capable of enjoying the company and 
converfation of this accompliſhed woman, 
is the firſt wiſh of my heart ; and were this 
affected, your friend has nothing further 
to do with the world - Lou know that I 
have approved Mr. Mordaunt's addreſſes 
Che has had the benefit of a liberal and 
virtuous education, and the example of 
the beſt of fathers ;—he is amiable in his 
perſon, polite in his addreſs, and has a 
ecrtain tenderneſs about him, which can- 
not fail to recommend him to Louiſa ;— 
but they are both too young to think of 
marriage at preſent ; and though I could 
have ſafely truſted my daughter with lady 
Manning, yet I am not diſpleaſed at the 
reſolution ſhe has taken of going abroad 
with me. The obfervations ſhe will make 
on manners and cuſtoms entirely new to 
her, 
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her, will afford me great entertainment. 
And as ſhe intends to give a deſeription of 
the places we paſs through, and an account 
of whatever befals us in our journey, to 
Miſs Mordaunt, I propoſe to myſelf vaſt 
pleaſure in peruſing the copies of her let- 
ters. In my next I will fix the day we 
propoſe being in town, and I will then 
trouble you with a few commitlions ; till 


when, believe me, 


Your very ſincere friend it 
Joux Dicpy, 


2 4 1 
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Miss MorDAUNT ro Miss Die B. 


Dever-ftreet, April. 


Mr pax Louisa, 


XV brother was not in town when ! 
received your laſt letter; and in- 
deed, if he had, I ſhould not have ac- 
quainted him with the contents of it—as 
I think you are a little unreaſonable in 
your reſentment ;—but we women, my 
dear, are unaccountable creatures! had 
Charles appeared unconcerned, when he 
firſt heard of your determination to leave 
England, or uſed no arguments to diſſuade 
you from it, my life for yours, you would 
have accuſed him of inſenfibility, or want 
| = of affetion—and now, becauſe he has not 
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of a ſeparation from you has given him, 
and has expreſſed his wiſhes to lady Man- 
ning, that ſhe would endeavour to prevail 
on you to alter your purpoſe, you, for- 
ſooth, are determined to be very much 
t offended 


concealed the uneaſineſs which the thought 
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offended at his behaviour. — Ah! my 
Louiſa, the wiſeſt of us are very filly crea- 
tures in love affairs; and I would adviſe 
you to ſhew your prudence, by giving up 
all thoughts of reſentment againſt my bro- 
ther. Charles has a worthy heart, and 
you are too good a creature to make thoſe 
uneaſy who love and reſpect you. He 
went a few days fince to Oxford, to enter 
a friend's ſon at his college, and to place 
him with proper tutors, and returns to 

town to-morrow evening ;—pray when am 
I to expect you in London ? I hope when 
you do come, we ſhall be able to prevail 
on Mr. Digby to make ſome ſtay in town. 
I aſked lady Manning yeſterday if you 
were to be at her houſe ;—ſhe ſaid, that 
ſhe ſuppoſed Mr. Digby would not do her 
ſo much honour—ſhe ſpoke in terms of 
high diſpleaſure concerning your journey 
{aid you poſſeſſed the ſame romantic tem- 
per as your father, and paid no attention 
to the advice of your beſt friends; our 
converſation was interrupted here, which 
| I was 
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- I was not ſorry for, as my friendſhp for 
my dear Louiſa, and the many civilities I 
have received from Mr. Digby, make it 

extremely difagreeable to me, to hear ei- 

ther ſpoken of diſreſpectfully. My mother 
is impatient to ſee you; ſhe is entirely on 
your fide, and praiſes you in all companies, 
for your dutiful attention to your father. 

Adieu, my dear Louiſa; what pleaſure will 

your preſence give to 
Your ſincere friend, 
Hankior Moxpauxr! 
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Mz. DicBy To Cor oxEL NUGENT. 


| Priory, May. 
Dzar Colonel, 


"on William Turner has obligingly of- 


fered to take all the furniture I wiſh 


to diſpoſe of, at an appraiſement, and has 
thereby ſaved me the trouble and delay of 


a public ſale.— Dr. Blewett has offered me 
houſe-room for my books and caſes, till I 
have occafion for them ; and I ſhall ſend 


them to-morrow to his houſe ; and my 


daughter has obliged his niece with the 
uſe of her harpſichord and piano forte till 


her return; ſo that very little remains now 


to be adjuſted, and we ſhall ſet out for 
town on Wedneſday in next week. I wiſh 
you would endeavour to engage my old 
lodgings in Bond-ftreet ; if they are not 
to be had, any others ; or a ſmall conve-. 
nient ready furniſhed houſe, in a good 
ſituation, will do equally well. My daugh- 
ter is in high ſpirits, and is preparing for 

f | | our 
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our journey, with the greateſt alacrity. 

We ſhall be engaged for ſome days in 
taking leave of our neighbours ;—many 
of them will be viſits of mere ceremony, 
but there are ſome families to whom 1 
ſhall bid adieu with regret. Louiſa's 
friends are in town, ſo that ſhe is impa- 
tient to leave the country. I ſhall expect 
to ſee you at the hotel in Suffolk- ſtreet, 
on Thurſday, and defire you will. order 
dinner for us, as we will endeavour to reach 
town by four o'clock. In writing to you 
colonel, it is needleſs to apologize for the 
trouble given you by 3 

Your fincere friend, 

Jonas Dicsy, 


Miss 
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Miss DIe BX To Miss MorDAuNT. 


Priory, April. 
OU are an excellent advocate, my 
dear Harriot, for your brother, and 
your bauen in his favour, prove your 
affection for him ſo that I believe I muſt 
forgive him, were it only to oblige you. 
Charles has had no reaſon to doubt my re- 
gard for him ;—but ſomething has hap- 
pened within theſe few days, which muſt 
convince him, that I do not mean to break . 
my engagements with him—to keep you | 
no longer in ſuſpence, I have made a freſh 
conqueſt ; In Sir William Turner, I have 
had a profeſſed lover for this week paſt— 
I ſuppoſe you have heard that he is the 
purchaſer of my father's eſtate—this buſi- 
neſs brought him frequently to our houſe ; 
and as he is a man of faſhion, he was al- 
ways treated with great reſpect ; he has | 
been extremely delicate in his behaviour . 
towards me, and has never, in my com- 
pany 
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pany, ſuffered the converſation to turn on 
the alteration in our affairs ;=you know 
my fondneſs for muſic, and therefore can- 
not wonder, that as I am to loſe my fa- 
vourite inſtrument in a few days, I devote 
a good deal of my time to it—befides, it 
amuſes my father, and very frequently re- 
lieves him from a deep melancholy, I 
was playing and finging a favourite air to 
him the other afternoon, when the ſervant 
announced Sir William's name — he en- 
tered the room in a very graceful manner, 
and after paying his reſpects to my father, 
entreated me not to riſe from my harpſi- 
chord, ſaying, at the ſame time, that he 
would leave the room if I did not purſue 
my favourite amuſement: when I had 
finiſhed, he entrcated me with great ear- 
neſtneſs to play the air over again, as he 
had not been fo fortunate as to come in 
before I began it; I begged to be excuſed, 
but on my father's ſaying, pray, Louiſa, 
_ oblige Sir William, I played the air over 
again ; when I had finiſhed, he paid me 
many 
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many high flown compliments on my per- 
formance; I ſaid it had ever been my fa- 
yourite amuſement, and as I could not 
take my harpſichord along with me, I was 
willing to make as much uſe of it as I 
could, while I remained in the country. 
Sir William coloured, ſeemed confuſed, 
and looked down; but did not offer to 
make any reply—on turning from him to- 
wards my father, I perceived a tear ſteal 
down his cheek ; when he ſaw that I ob- 
ſerved it, he endeavoured to hide his emo - 
tion from me, and rifing with a gay air, 
propoſed to Sir William to take a walk” 
into the ſhrubbery. The baronet had by 
this time, a little recovered from his con- 
fuſion, and applying to me, faid, he hoped 
I would favour them with my company, 
to which I readily conſented. We had 
hardly got upon the terrace, before a ſer- 
vant overtook us, to acquaint my father 
that Mr. Jones, the attorney, was waiting 
to ſpeak with him—he defired us to walk 
en, and ſaid he would return in a quarter 
5 of 
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of an hour. I felt myſelf a little emba- | 
raſſed on being left alone with Sir Wil- 
lam, and on obſerving that he ſeemed. 
buſied in thought, I began the converſa- 3 
tion, by ſaying, that if his fiſter, Miſs. | 
Turner, admired this ſhrubbery as much 


as I did, ſhe would paſs many agreeable 


hours in it; — Sir William looked at me. 1 
with great emotion, and profoundly figh- 
ing, replied, that however his ſiſter micht 4 
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admire 1 it, the ſhrubbery and the houſe i 


would, in his opinion, be ſoon deprived of | | 


what he moſt valued them for. I replied, 
with a ſmile, that I hoped he was not al- 
ready diſſatisfied with his purchaſe, and 
was turning about.to go into the houfe, 
when he took me refpectfully by the hand, 
and requeſted me to indulge him with my 


company for a few minutes, and then, 


without taking notice of my confuſion, ab 
ſured me, that though he had heard my 
perſon and accompliſhments ſpoken of 


very highly, in different companies, he 


had. found, in the firſt vifit he paid 


ff 


here, 
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here, that report had not done me juſtice 5 | 
that he entertained .the higheſt reſpect 


for my father, and felt more than a ſtranger 
might be ſuppoſed to do, for his ſituation; 
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43 that his circumſtances were high, and his 
ach reputation unſullied—that he was perfect- 


I ly independent, and ſhould eſteem himſelf 
me rhe happieſt man in the world, would I 
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gh- permit him to lay his fortune and perſon 
ght at my feet.— V ou may believe this abrupt 
uſe declaration gave me no ſmall confuſion; 
| of bowever, as he pauſed, and ſeemed to 
jed wait for my reply, I endeavoured to re- 
al- cover myſelf, and told him, that though 


nd greatly honoured by the declaration he 
e, had then made, he muſt excuſe me for 
nd, ſaying, it was not in my power to accept 
his offer ;—the ſituation of my father's 


my 
00 affairs, and his determination to reſide 
af. abroad, were no ſecret ; —it was alſo well 
ny known, that I was reſolved to accompany 
of. him ; nor had lady Manning, nor any other 
= of my friends, been able to make me alter 
aid my plan. I was going on, when Sir Wil- 

ö ; liam 
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+ Ham interrupted me, by ſaying, that if 1 


would condeſcend to continue the miſtreſs 
of this houſe, it would be -no longer ne- 
ceflary for Mr. Digby to go abroad at 
all; nor would he wiſh to ſeparate me 
from my father, as he had no doubt, were | 
he fortunate enough to prevail on me to 

favour his addreſſes, but that Mr. Digby 
would conſent to ſpend the greateſt part 
of his time with us; and therefore he 
intreated me not to make him nuſerable, 
by a poſitive refuſal. At that moment my 
father joined us, and the converſation be- 
came general. Soon after our return into 
the houſe, Sir William took his leave, 
having firſt accepted an invitation to dine 
with us the next day. When he was gone, 
my father aſked me, if I did not think Sir 
Willam Turner a very accompliſhed 
young man; and added, that he had great 
Pleaſure in diſpoſing of his eſtate to one 
who would behave ſo well to his tenants; 
as I wiſhed to avoid a converſation of this 
kind, I turned the diſcourſe to the pre pa- 
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rations for our journey and was pleaſed 
to hear my father ſay, that he had written 
to colonel Nugent to engage apartments 
for us in Bond-ftreet, our houſe in town 
being let furniſhed to Lord W. and that 
he ſhould be ready to leave the country 
on Wedneſday, if I could be prepared for 
the journey by that time; I aſſured him 
that he ſhould meet with no delay from 
me, as I wiſhed of all things to go to 
town ; he replied, with a ſmile, that he 
ſuppoſed my friends in Dover-ſtreet were 
very anxious to ſee me; but that he had 
reaſon to believe Charles would pay his 
compliments to me with a very grave 
face, as he underſtood he was much of- 
fended at my intentions to leave England. 
So you ſee, my dear, it is not to Lady 
Manning only, that your brother has com- 
plained ;—if he goes on in this way, he 
will forfeit my regard for ever ; but I will 
ſay no more on that head, till I ſee you in 
town. I am obliged to finiſh my letter, 


as the ſervant is going to the poſt- office — 
if 


(4) 
if I can ſpare time, I will write you once 
more before I leave this place : make my 
reſpectful compliments to your mother, 
and believe me, 
bh Your fincere friend, 
Lovisa Dicay. 
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Tas SAME ro THE SAME, 


O® retiring to my drefling-room im- 
mediately after breakfaſt, I was ſur- 
priſed to ſee Sir William Turner drive 
under the window in his phacton—he 
made me a low bow as he paſſed; not 
expecting to ſee him till dinner time, 1 
own J was a little diſconcerted, ſuppoſing 
he came ſo early in order to engage my 
father in his intereſt, and to obtain his 
leave to pay his addreſſes to me in form; 
had I any thing to apprehend from an ex- 


ertion of my father's authority, this viſit - 


would make me very uneaſy, but as I can 
depend on his tenderneſs and affection, and 
am ſure he loves me too well to wiſh to 
put a force on my inclinations in an af- 
fair of ſo much conſequence to my future 
happineſs, and is moreover greatly pre- 
judiced in favour of Charles, I have no- 
thing to fear from the baronet's importu- 
nities—However, to put an end to the 
Vol. I. D matter 
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matter at once, I ſhall take the firſt oppor- 
tunity that offers, to declare my ſenti- 
ments very freely to my father.—Juſt as 
J had written thus far, I ſaw the phaeton 
paſs up the avenue; my father was with 
Sir William, and had left word that they 
Mould not return till dinner time. I ſup- 
poſe the baronet propoſed this little ex- 
curſion, that his converſation might not 
be interrupted. I hope to God he will 
not perſevere in his addreſſes, as I think 

I ſhould not feel the leaſt inclination to 
encourage them, were my regard for your 
brother quite out of the queſtion ; but as 
it is, I would not receive them on any ac- 
count ; and if he attempts to engage me 
in a private converſation, I ſhall not ſcru- 
ple to tell bim my mind without reſerve. 
. I muſt break off here to dreſs againſt din- 
ner; and will reſume the ſubje& in the 

afternoon, if I can find time, | 


ELEVEN O'CLOCK. 


. I do not find myſelf inclined to ſleep, 
1wil 


I replied, that I was not ſubje& to take 
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I will reſume my narrative: the gentle- 
men returned at three o'clock, and found 
me ready to receive them; —my dear fa 
ther accoſted me with his uſual tenderneſs; 
Sir William made a profound bow, at- 
tended with an enquiry after my health, 


expreſſing, at the ſame time, his fears 


that I had caught cold by remaining ſo 
late in the garden the evening before; 


cold, which I thought very: lucky, as I 
was going to be ſo great a traveller. No- 
tice that dinner was ſerved, prevented his. 
making any. anſwer ; he led me with great 
gallantry into the dining parlour ; our con» 
verſation at table was on general ſubjects; 


and the arrival of Dr. Blewett and his 


niece, who were invited to ſpend the even- 
ing, prevented Sir William from ſaying 
any thing particular to me. After tea he 
roſe to take his leave, pleading an en+ 
gagement to my father, who preſſed him 
to ſtay ſupper :—his back was no ſooner 
turned, than Miſs Blewett ran out in his 

D 3 Praiſe, 


t 

- praiſe, ſaying, ſhe thought him the moſt 
- accompliſhed man ſhe had ever ſeen ;— 
my father ſaid he had a fine underſtanding, 
and had made obſervations in his travels, 
which ſhewed the goodneſs of his taſte 


and judgment. The doctor replied, that 


he was very glad to hear ſo good an ac- 
count of Sir William—that when he was 
at the univerſity, he had indulged himſelf 
in great liberties—and that his father was 
glad t6'ſend him abroad, that he might 
get rid of ſome very improper connections; 
but that fince he came to the poſſeſſion of 
the title, and the great fortune left him by 
his grandmother, he had ſeemed to take 
quite a different turn, and was more atten- 
tive to worldly matters, than young men 
of fortune, at his time of life, generally 
are. My father ſaid, he could not ſpeak 
to Sir William's general character, as he 
' had only a flight acquaintance with him; 
but in the purchaſe of his eſtate, he muſt 
ſay, he had acted with great candour and 
liberaliry. I took this opportunity of ob- 
vio, tes: ſerving, 
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ſerving, that as it was impoſſible for him 


to be very intimate with us, it was not 
worth our while to make any enquiries 
about him. I thought my father looked 
at me with meaning, but as he made no 
reply, the converſation took another turn, 
and on our company going away, I retired 
immediately to my chamber. We ſhall 
be engaged all to-morrow in taking leave 
of our friends here, our acquaintance L 
ſhould rather ſay ; for except the doctor 
and his neice, there are few families in 
the neighbourhood whoſe company I ſhall 
regret, On Wedneſday we ſet out for 
town, at which I rejoice, for many rea- 


ſons, I long to ſee and embrace you, my 


dear Harriot, and I ſhall be very glad tg 
get rid of the baronet, whoſe aſſiduities 
are become exceedingly trouble ſome. We 
ſhall drive to the hotel in Suffolk ⸗ſtreet, 
where colonel Nugent will meet us, and 
conduct us to the lodging my father de- 
fired him to take for us. What pleaſure 
ſhall I receive in converſing with my dear 

D 3 friend, 
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friend, after an abſence of ſo many 


months ! 1 hope we ſhall be inſeparable 
companions whilſt I remain in England ; 
for, except a few formal viſits to my mo- 
_ ther's relations, I do not with to form any 


connections beyond our own little circle. 
Iam glad we are not to be at hady Man- 
ning's, for though I love and eſteem her la- 
dyſhip, I ſhould be under much reſtraint in 
her houſe; and be obliged to devote a great 
deal more of my time to her, than I wiſh 
to ſpare from the fociety of my dear friends 
in Dover-ftreet ;—befides, her diſlike to 
my father, would occafion me perpetual 
uneaſineſs. Adieu, my dear Harriot— 
the moment I arrive in town, you ſhall 
hear from, 
Four ſincere and affectionate friend, 


Lovisa DicBy. 


$1 


SIR. 
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Six WILLIAM TURNER To JAMES Rap- 
LEY, ESQ, 


Priory, May. 
Dax RarLer, 

1 bewitching ſyren, who ſo ban 
detained me in the country, left this 
place yeſterday, and all the inchanting 
beauties of the grove are vaniſhed. In 
the ſociety of this lovely creature, I found 
a pleaſure which I never felt in the 
company of any other woman; and if 
it is poſſible for beauty and virtue to 
reform a profeſſed libertine, Louiſa Dig- 
by cannot fail to ſucceed. When her 
father firſt introduced me to her, I 
was ſtruck with the elegance of her per- 
ſon, and the ſweetneſs of her manner; 
and without aſking my heart any ſe- 
rious queſtions, I determined to obtain 


her good opinion; fortunately for me, 


my character is little known in this 
neighbourhood : the affair which oblig- 
—— D 4 ed 
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ed me to go abroad, never came to 


the knowledge of Louiſa, or her fa- 


ther. Doctor Blewett indeed, has re- 
ceived my civilities with great coolneſs; 


but prudence muſt reſtrain him from 
giving any unfavourable hints concern- 


ing me; and I have behaved with fo 
much caution and delicacy towards my 


charmer, that ſhe ſeems already to be 


prejudiced in my favour. Were it poſ- 
ſtble for me to think ſeriouſly of* ma- 
trimony, this is the only woman I have 
ever ſeen, with whom I could bear the 
thought of entering the pale. —You, James, 
who never faw this lovely enchantreſs, 
can form no opinion of her perſon or 
diſpoſition ;—the utmoſt female delicacy, 


| blended with an air of dignity and con- 


ſcious virtue, which would awe the 
moſt ' daring libertine, appears in all 


her behaviour ;,—a moſt affectionate at- 


tention to. her father, who doats on her, 
a livelineſs in converſation, which en- 


| gages every one's attention, and a ſo- 
L. 


lidity 


240 


lidity of judgment, which diſplays it- 
ſelf on all occaſions, unite to form a 
complete character; and I find, by the 
uneaſineſs her ſhort abſence has already * 
given me, that I cannot live without 


ber; but I foreſee many difficulties, in 
carrying on this amour. Mr. Digby, 
who is a man of the ſtricteſt honor, 
and paſſionately fond of his daughter, 
will naturally take notice of my viſits, 
if made frequently, as the buſineſs of 
the purchaſe, which brought us firſt to- 
gether, is ended; and were my inten- 
tions of the moſt honoyrable kind, 1 


fear if the libertine principles I have 


always avowed, ſhould come to his ear, 
that he would not liſten to any propo- 


fals. . What then would be the conſe- 


quences, were he to entertain the re- 
moteſt ſuſpicion that matrimony is nct 
my intention? Upon my ſoul, I almoſt 
with I had never ſeen this lovely wo- 
man; and yet fuch is the hold ſhe has 
upon my heart, that I cannot exiſt out 
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of her company. 
low her up to London. The viſits of 
* man of my rank and fortune, cannot 
eafily be refuſed but what will be- 
come of me, when ſhe leaves the king- 
dom ?—Oh, Rapley ! I cannot bear the 
thought of parting with this divine crea- 
ture !—She muſt, the ſhall be mine! 
But how, or when, or upon what terms, 
time only wilt diſcloſe.— At preſent, to 
be near her, to feaſt my eyes with a 
view of her exquiſite beauties, to hear 
the enchanting muſic of her voice, and 
enjoy the pleaſure of her 8 
muſt content 
1 Four fincere friend, 

William TukRIR. 
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| Doctor BizweTT To Join Diezx, 


Stone- Par/onage, May. 

Dal Sin, x 
THINK I ſhould be wanting in my 

> duty, were I to be filent on a ſub- 
jet, which, in my opinion, ſo nearly 
concerns your honor, and the future hap- 
pineſs of your amiable daughter; and 
make an ungrateful return for the many 
favors received from you, by conceal- 
ing my ſuſpicions concerning Sir Wil- 
liam Turner. You may remember that 
when he firſt vifited at your houſe, I 
expreſſed my doubts reſpecting his cha- 
rater—and when I ſaw that he had 
found the way to ingratiate himſelf into 
your family, and had obtained your con- 
fidence, and Miſs Digby's good opinion, 
I was determined to attend very cloſely 
to his behaviour, as I had great reaſon 
to | believe, that his generoſity, in the 
D 6 + purchaſe 
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purchaſe of your eſtate, and the atten- 
tions which he paid to the young lady, 
were aſſumed to anſwer no- good purpoſe. 
I have additional reafons for being con- 
firmed in my opinion ; but as they do 
not amount to. poſitive proof, I ſhould 
not have written you at this time, on the 
ſubject, had not Sir William's ſudden 
refolution of going to town, determined 
me to do it, Excuſe me, my dear friend, 
for offering my poor advice to you, whoſe 
good ſenſe and great knowledge of the 
world, are ſuperior to moſt men's; but 
my regard for you, and love for Miſs 
Digby, compel me to requeſt you to 
| Keep a watchful eye on Sir William, and 
prevent him, as far as the rules of good 
breeding wilt permit, from becoming 
very intimate in your family; and as you 
are determined to go abroad, the ſooner 
you leave London the better; as by that 
means, Miſs Digby will be out of the 
way of a man, of whom I entertain a 


vay unfavourable * — My niece 
Joins 
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joins with me in wiſhing you both a ſafe 


and pleaſant paſfage ro the continent ; 


and that this little tour may anſwer the 


end you propoſe by it, is the ſincere 
wiſh. of, 
Dear Sir, 
Your.much obliged, and 
faithful humble ſervant, | 
Ricard BLEZWETT. 
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Ma. Diegr To TAE REV. Docror 
BLEWETT. 


May. 
Rev. and DAA Sin, | 
BEG leave to return you my beſt 
thanks, for the very kind and friendly 

Ewation contained in your laſt letter, and 

ſhould think myſelf deficient in com- 

mon prudence, as well as in reſpect to 
you, were I not to pay great attention 
to your adyice,—But, my dear friend, 
ſuppoſing Sir William's character to be 
as bad as you fear it is, I ſhould think 
he would ſcarcely endeavour to impoſe 


on me; as he mult know that the ſmall- 


eſt deviation from propriety, would be 
immediately reſented; I am rather in- 
clined to think he is not yet come to 
town, as we have received no viſit from 
him, nor have ſeen him at any public 
place ;—but if he ſhould call on us, he 
will meet with a very cool and diſtant 
9 a N ä recep - 
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reception from my daughter, as well as 
from 


| Dear Sir, 
Your obliged humble ſervant, 
Jonx DicsBy. 


Miss 


(4) 


Ma. RApLET TOSIR WILLIAM TURNER, 


Suffelk-Street, May. 


Dian Sin Wiktiau, 


AM not ſurpriſed at the ſtile of your 
laſt letter; every man who writes or 
ſpeaks of Miſs Digby, muſt uſe the ſame 
language. I confeſs to you, that I am 
deſperately in love with her myſelf, and 


would ſacrifice any thing, except my 


Uberty, to obtain her ;—but if you will 
take the advice of a friend, immediately 
relinquiſh all thoughts of her.—1 know 
you too well -· to believe you intend to 
marry her; and the ſeduction of a wo- 
man of her rank, muſt be attended with 
the moſt dangerous conſequences.—l ſaw 
her laſt night at Ranelagh, in company 
with her father, two ladies, and a tall 
handſome ſpruce parſon, who made love 


” her the whole time, and to whom ſhe 
feemed 
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ſeemed to liſten with the moſt complai- 
ſant attention. | 

Curſe the fellow ! I was almoſt ready 
to cut his throat; for I thought he look» 
ed round on every body with an air of in- 
ſolent ſuperiority ; tho' in my heart, I 
could not blame him, for he muſt be 
more or leſs than man, who could enjoy 
the ſmiles of this beautiful witch with 
any degree of moderation.-My advice 
is, that you remain in the country *till 
ſhe quits the kingdom ; but if you are 
determined to take a parting look, 
you muſt come to town ſoon, as I heard 
Mr. Digby tell lord S. that he hoped 
to leave London in a fortnight. 

I am obliged to pay a viſit to my uncle 
at Ipſwich, for a few days; if you come 
to town before my return, and have an 
interview with Miſs Digby, let me know 
the manner in which ſhe received you ; 
tho' I again adviſe you to give over 


the chace, and remain in a whole ſkin, - 


as matrimony, or ſomething as bad, will 
be 
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be the inevitable conſequence of your 


continuing the purſuit ; but if you per- 


fiſt, and I can be of any ſervice to you, 
ſay the word only, and you may com- 
mand, 

Your fincere friend, 


J. RAPLEY- 


Ys 
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Miss DicBY To Miss BLEWETT-. 


— Street, May. 


1 TAKE the firſt opportunity of ac- 
quainting my dear Miſs Blewett, 
that we got fafe to town on Wedneſday 
evening. Colonet Nugent met us at the 
hotel in Suffolk-ftreet, and after dinner 
conducted us to the lodgings, he had 
provided, in Jermyn- ſtreet; —thoſe in 
Bond- ſtreet, which my father n 


| had, being engaged. 


Me have been in a continual hurry 
ever fince our arrival, My father has a 


very extenſive acquaintance, and the news %--4 
of our going abroad in a few weeks, h 


brought a great number of viſitors, 6 
pay their reſpects to us, which the ty- 
ranny of faſhion obliged us to receive 
with politeneſs. When the drudgery of 
this etiquette is over, I hope to devote 
the little time we ſtay in town to our 
. friends; as it may be pies 

| a long 
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along time before I ſhall ſee them, or my 
native country, again ; but do not think that 
I repent of the refolution I have taken 
of accompanying my father. Lady Man- 
ning found me determined in this point, 
and has given up all hopes of preſuading 
me to relinquiſh my ſcheme ; but I have 
had great difficulty to withſtand the argu- 
ments of my dear Charles, who appears 


inconſolable at the thought of our ſepa- 


ration. He bas conjured me, on his knees, 
to remain with lady Manning, and had 
even prevailed on my father to hecome 
his advocate; — but, my friend, what 
good purpoſe would be anſwered by. it? 
Mr. Mordaunt is not yet ſettled in the 
world; I am not yet eighteen; and our 
marriage, under theſe circumſtances, 
would probably involve us in difficul- 
ties all our lives; were my fortune 
ample enough to place us in a ſtate of af- 
fluence, or was Charles in poſſeſſion of a 
good living, the caſe would be differ- 
ent; but when all theſe things are 
8 10 | confi- 


( 69 ) | 


* conſidered, I am perſuaded that we, 


ought to enter into no further engage- 
ments, till I come of age, at leaſt; and 
therefore I think ic beſt for all par- 


ties, that I adhere firmly to my firſt 


reſolution, —My father received a let- 
ter from the Doctor laſt night, which 
ſeemed to give him ſome uneaſineſs.—1 
hopenothing has happened in your family, 
to diſturb you; for believe me, it would 
give me great pain to leave any of my 
friends in a diſagreeable ſituation.— My 
dear Charles, and his ſiſter, oblige me to 
break off. I am going with them to 
Vauxhall. I find we are to make the 
moſt of our time whilſt we remain in town ; 
and my dear father, who is always of our 
party, wiſhes me to appear frequently 
at public places, before we leave the 
kingdom.—I am purchaſing a profufion 
of fine clothes, and have ſo many en- 
gagements upon my hands, that I am 
hardly able to go through the fatigue 


of paying and receiving viſits. Were 


it 


16 

it not for the civilities of a certain per- 
ſon, I ſhould envy you the calm en- 
joy ments of your pleaſing retirement ;— 
another ſummons from Charles !—Bleſs 
me, how impatient theſe men are 
But as I mean one day or other to be 
a very obedient wife, I will begin now 
to practice my leſſon.— Adieu, my dear 
Maria — write ſoon to | 


Your very ſincere friend, 
Lovisa Dicr, 


Sin 
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Sts WILLIAM TURNER To JAMES Rar- 
LEY, ESQ, 


St. Tame! s-Squart, May. 
Dax JAuxs, | | 
WAS preparing to ſet out for town 
when I received- your letter; and 
therefore, you may ſuppoſe I paid very 


little attention to your advice. I got to 
St. James's-ſquare about ſeven o'clock in 


the evening, and having no inclination 
to change my dreſs that night, it being 
too late to vifit at Mr. Digby's, I de- 
termined to ſtroll to Vauxhall, in ex- 


pectation of meeting with ſome acquaint» 
ance, to lounge away the evening. On 


my entrance into the gardens, I was ac- 
coſted by your friend, Cranmer, who told 


me, I was a lucky man in happening to 


come there that evening, as I ſhould ſee 
the fineſt woman in the world, and a new 


face, for he could take upon him to ſay 


ſhe had never appeared in public before. 
Notwith- 
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— Notwithſtanding my attachment to 
Louiſa, I could not refuſe attending him, 
to ſee this paragon of beauty ; but gueſs 
my aſtoniſhment, when the lady pointed 
out to me, proved to be the lovely Miſs 
Digby, dreſſed in the genteeleſt taſte, and 
leaning familiarly on the arm of a hand- 
ſome young fellow, who ſeemed to be a 
clergyman. Neverdid ſhe appear ſo beau- 
ctiful— ſhe liſtened with the moſt flattering 
Encouragement to the converſation of her 
lover, for ſuch he certainly is, and ſeem- 
ed totally inattentive gither to the mu- 
fic or the company. On paying my reſ- 
-pects to her, ſhe returned my compli- 
ments witk great civility, expreſſing at 
the ſame time her ſurpriſe to find me 
ſo ſoon in town,—Mr. Digby, with ſome 
other company, ſoon joined us. I thought 
1 obſerved in him an air of great cool- 
neſs in returning my compliments; and 
on faying that I purpoſed myſelf the 
honor of waiting on him in the morn- 


ing, he replied, that he was obliged to 
attend 


. 
attend Mr. Elves, at his chambers, on 


particular buſineſs; and Louiſa was en- 
gaged with lady Manning. During this 


ſhort converſation, the young parſon mea- | 


ſured me with his eye, and drew Louiſa 
afide, in order, no doubt, to enquire 
who I was.—Finding they intended to 
ſup there, I offered to be of their par- 
ty, which was accepted with great po- 
liteneſs by Louiſa, and two ladies who 
were with her; but not ſo cordially by 
Mr. Digby, who behaved the whole even- 
ing with an unaccountable reſerve. I had 
the pleaſure of fitting next to his charm- 
ing daughter, to the no ſmall apparent 
mortification of her enamorato, who could 
hardly conceal the chagrin which my 
prefence gave him; but, notwithſtand- 
1ng all Miſs Digby's civility to me, I 
obſerved that ſhe liſtened with the great- 
eſt pleaſure to the converſation of my 
rival, who ſeems to have all the arts of 
ſoft perſuation, and certainly is what the 
women call a very agreeable fellow. 

Vor. I. © A On 
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On breaking up at twelve o'clock, I was 
preparing to offer my hand to Louiſa, 
but was prevented by her gallant, whoſe 
name I found was Mordaunt, who, in a 
moſt reſpe&ful manner, defired ſhe would 
do him the ' honour to put herſelf under 
his protection.— On taking leave of the 
company, I told Mr. Digby I ſhould 
have the pleaſure of calling on him in a 
day or two; to which he replied, only 
with a diſtant bow. Curſe me if I know 
what to think of his behaviour—he can- 
not ſurely have heard any thing to my 
diſadvantage. However a few days will 
unravel the miftery at all events I will 
never give up my hopes of Louiſa, but 
with my life.—Pray when do you intend 
to return to town ?—Will your old uncle 
never die? — How confounded unreaſon- 
able is it in him to keep a lively young 
fellow of eight and twenty, ſo long out 
of the poſſeſſion of two thouſand a year ! 
Il ſend this by your ſervant, who tells 
me I muſt not expect you in town theſe 
cen 
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ten days.—I will therefore acquaint you 
with my motions, by letter. In what 
manner I ſhall proceed, is not yet de- 
termined, whether by blockade or ſtorm ; 
however, at all events, the garriſon muſt 
ſurrender, as I am reſolved never to raiſe 
the ſiege. In a day or two you ſhall hear 
again, from 
Your fincere friend, 
William Turxegr, 
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| Ms, DicBy To Doctor Brewer, 


Fermyn-Street, May. 
Dzax Docror, 
HAVE great reaſon to thank you 
for your friendly hints concerning 

Sir William Turner, who is come to 

town, and is perpetually at our lodgings, 

notwithſtanding the coolneſs of my be- 
haviour. He met us accidentally the 
other evening at Vauxhall, and was ſo 
particular to Louiſa, as to attract the 
notice of Mr. Mordaunt, who, I ſaw, 
had great difficulty to keep his temper. 

On our return, I told my daughter that 

J had heard a very unfavourable account 

of Sir William's character, and that | 

wiſhed her to behave to him with 28 

much reſerve as poſſible. Charles con- 

firmed your ſuſpicions, by ſaying that he 
was the greateſt libertine in the univer- 
ſity—that he had ſeduced a very amiable 


woman; afterwards fought a duel with 
| with 
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her brother, and very nearly eſcaped ex- 
pulſion for his irregularities Were I to 
remain any time in London, I would 
certainly forbid him my houſe, at all 
events; but as I expect to leave town 
in a few days, I am unwilling to come 
to any explanation with him; nor am I 
under apprehenſions on Louiſa's account. 
— Neither Sir William's fortune, nor in- 
finuating addreſs, are capable of making 
any impreſſions on her; — ſhe is too firm- 
ly attached to Charles Mordaunt, who 
viſibly gains ground in her affections every 
day; and I receive the moſt exquiſite 
pleaſure in the proſpect of their future 
union. To a man of his peculiar delicacy 
of ſentiments, my Louiſa muſt prove a 
jewel of ineſtimable value.. Her merit 
would be loſt to a huſband of common 
underſtanding; but in Mr. Mordaunt 
ſhe will meet with a refinement of man- 
ners equal to her own.. May I live to 
ſee them united, and I will no longer 
repine at the diſappointments I have ſuf- 
| E 3 ſuffered. 
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fered, and which have almoſt ſoured a 
temper, naturally diſpoſed to think fa- 
vorably of mankind !—Oh doctor, ſhould 
any misfortunes befall this child of -my 
warmeſt affections, your friend would 
become the moſt miſerable of human be- 
ings, and be led to doubt the attention of 
that Providence, who is ſaid to be the 
guardian of ' innocence |—Whilſt I live, 
ſhe will not need any other protector ; 
and before my eyes are cloſed, that I may 
ſee her the wife of Charles Mordaunt, 
is the ſincere wiſh of 
| Dear Sir, 
Your affeQionate friend, 
| Jonx Dicsy. 
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Miss Dis ro Miss BLEWETr. 
Termyn-Street. 


[pry day is at length fixed for our 
departure. My father had named 
Thurſday in next week, but at the particu- 
lar requeſt of Mr. Mordaunt, who ſub- 
mits very unwillingly to the thought 
of our ſeparation, we have conſented to 
put it off *till Monday; and as my | 
father has engaged the whole accom-" 


modations of a veſſel which. is to carry 


us to Rotterdam, the captain has been 
prevailed on to wait a few days for 
us.— Though I own to you that I feel 
ſome reluctance in leaving, Charles, yet 
I am not ſorry, as we muſt part, that 


the time is ſo ſoon at hand. — The im- 


portunities of Sir William Turner are 
become very diſagreeable; he teazes me 
with his addreſſes in all companies, 
and I have great difficulty to prevail 
on my dear Charles to behave civilly 
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to him. My father has altered his route, 
for the ſake of viſiting ſome friends at 
the Hague ;—we are very buſy in taking 
leave of our acquaintances,—Adieu, my 
dear Miſs Blewett—accept my beſt thanks 


ed from you, and your worthy uncle, 


and be aſſured that I will ever remain, 
Your fincere friend, 
Lovisa Dior. 
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Sin WILLIAM TURNER To JAMES Rar- 
LEY, ESQ, 


| St. Janes - Street. 
DAR RAPLEY, f 
AM now convinced that ſome offici> 
ous puppy has acquainted Mr. Digby 
with the cauſe of my quitting the uni- 
verlity, and going abroad; and I ſuſ- 
pe&t that Mordaunt has endeavoured: to 
prejudice both the father and daughter 
againſt me, and perhaps has even diſ- 
cloſed the ſeduction of Maria. Not- 
withſtanding the coolneſs, indeed almoſt? 
rudeneſs, of the whole family towards: 
me, I have continued to viſit upon the 
footing of an intimate acquaintance, and' 
have taken all opportunities of engag- 
ing Louiſa alone, in which however, I 
have ſeldom. been able to fucceed; as 
ſhe has been very careful in avoiding: 
all private converſation. with me. They 
leave London on Monday, and go im- 
E. 5. mediatelys 
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mediately on ſhip-board at Graveſend fot 


Rotterdam.—I had once determined to 


force Louiſa to take a journey ſhe lit- 
tle thought of, in my company; but when 
I ſeriouſly confidered the great riſque I 
ſhould run in ſuch an open violation of 
the law, 1 reſolved to go a ſurer way 
to work. I cannot. at preſent acquaint 
you with my ſcheme; but you muſt 
not be ſurpriſed, if my next is dated 
from the other fide the water. When 
you can get away from your old gouty 
uncle, I ſhall. expect to ſee you in town, 


and hope to prevail on. you to go abroad 


with me; as I may perhaps ſtand in great 
need of your aſſiſtance; for in a piece 


of | downright roguery, where the plan 


is laid, and wants only to be put in 
execution, your natural inclination for 
miſchief, makes you very ſerviceable; 
and yet after all, I feel the greateſt 
reluctance at the thought of injuring 
this lovely woman; could I have gained 
her ; affections, I | verily think I ſhould 

have 
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have braved the laugh of all my li- 
bertine acquaintance, and married her 
in ſober ſadneſs; but to be refuſed, to 
be rejected for another, is what I can- 
not bear; — my pride comes luckily to 
my aſſiſtance, and Louiſa and her haugh- 
ty father ſhall feel the weight of my 
reſentment. My knowledge of every 
part of the route they mean to take, 
will enable me to watch their motions, 
and at a convenient opportunity, III. 
turn knight-errant, and run away witli 
the lady; — but how, or at what time, this 
is to be done, requires ſome contrivance. 
When the plan is completely ſettled, 
you ſhall know it, and I hope your uncle 
will be civil enough ſpeedily to take 
his departure, and © leave the world 
for you to buſtle in.” Let me hear from, 
you. by the return of my ſervant. 

Ever yours, 

| WILLAM TURNER. 
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Miss DieBBTY To LApY ManNinG. 


Rotterdam, . 
Dax Mapa, 


SHOULD be wanting in that reſ- 
pect, which is ſo deſervedly due to 
your ladyſhip, and prove myſelf very un- 
worthy of the friendſhip you have hitherto 
' honored me with, were I to omit the firſt 
opportunity of acquainting you with my 
ſafe arrival at this place.—Believe me, 
madam, there are few things would give 
me ſo much pleaſure, as your ladyſhip's 
approbation of my conduct; and although 
I have been ſo unhappy as te differ in 
opinion from you, with reſpect to this 
Journey, 1 flatter myſelf you will do 
me the juſtice to approve the motives. 
on which that reſolution was grounded. 
Were the worſt misfortune which can 
happen to me in this life to befall me; 1 
mean, were death to deprive me of my 
dear father, I ſhould certainly, if I ſurviv- 
ed ſo great an affliction, immediately throw 
. * myſelf 


* 
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myſelf into your lady ſhip's protection; 
from whoſe tenderneſs and affection, I 
ſnould reap all the conſolations ſo great 
a calamity would admit of. Next 
to this dear parent, I revere your 
ladyſhip, and acknowledge with grati- 
tude the many proofs I have received: 
of your care and friendſhip.— Let me 
then intreat you, dear madam, no longer 
to expreſs your diſapprobation of the 
meafures I have taken. I never can, L 
never will, deſert. my father. The plea+ 
ſures of the higheſt affluence would have 
no charms for me, were he not to partake, 
of them; and I ſhould be unworthy: of 
the affect ion he has always ſhewn.for me, 
were I not to ſhare his difficulties; eſpe- 
cially as I have reaſon. to believe that: 
my company ſerves in ſome meaſure: to 
remove a melancholy which, I cannot 
help obſerving, gains ground daily upon. 
his ſpirits, —I ſuffered a. great deal from 
ſickneſs in our paſſage, the weather being 


very unfavourable ;, but I am now per- 
tectly 
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fectly recovered, and ſhall accompany 
my father to the Hague in a few days.— 
Our route is not yet fixed—1t will depend 
in great meaſure on letters from England. 
—At all events we ſhall: make ſome ſtay 
at Hanover, from whence I will have the 
honor of writing your ladyſhip.—I do 
not mean to attempt learning the lan- 
guage of Holland. My father ſays it is 
not worth while, as all the better ſort 
of people ſpeak French, which your lady- 
ſhip knows I underſtand: very well: for 
an Engliſſi woman; but he is deſirous 
that I would ſtudy the German: —it is a 
great favourite with him, and as he un- 
derſtands, and writes it perfectly, his in- 
ſtructions will be of great uſe to me. 
— My father deſires you to accept his 
moſt reſpectful compliments, and I re- 
queſt Jos to believe, that Lam, 
Dear madam,. 
fi Your ladyſhip's moſt obedient, 
* nr humble ſervant, 

7 LovisA Dic zr. 
Wen Miss 
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5 Mrss Dicsy. To Mas. MorDaunT;. 
d. . Rotterdam, June. 
ay DearesT MADAM. | 
he TAKE. the firſt opportunity of re-- 
do. turning. you my moſt grateful thanks: 
n- for the many marks of friendſhip you: 
is have honored me with; and for the very 
It. affectionate regard you have ſhewn- for 
me on all occaſions, and will endeavour 
or that no part of my conduct ſhall give 
us you reaſon to withdraw your eſteem from 
ö me. What did 1 not ſuffer in parting; 
n- with you and my. dear Harriot? Vou ſaw: 
n- that all my boaſted. reſolution failed me, 
IC. and. that nothing leſs- than duty. to the 
Ms. beſt of parents, could have enabled me 
e to keep my reſolution. To leave thoſe 
whom one loves and eſteems, to quit. 
one's native country, and enter into new 
ſcenes of life, is trying to a heart ſuſcep- 
tible of love and friendſhip; and E never 
*. more required the ſoothing conſolation 
[SS : of 
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of a parent's affection, than at the mo- 
ment of our parting ;—but theſe reflecti- 


ons ſhall give way to a more lively ſub- 


ject.—It is my: father's deſire that I at- 


tempt to entertain my friends with. an. 


account of the places we paſs through, 


in our little tour. To this undertaking, 


I fear: I am very unequal; but. his re- 


queſt, and my deſire to contribute all in 


my power to amuſe thoſe to. whom I have 
_ fo many obligations, have removed. all 
' objeftions, and I ſhall begin my firſt 
letter to Harriot from. this place : ſhe 
knows the terms on which we: are to cor- 
reſpond, and will communicate the con- 
tents of every letter to. you. — My father 
daſires his reſpectful compliments to you. 
I will not trouble you: with mine to my 
dear Harriot, as I write to her by 
this poſt. 

Lam, with great regard, 

Dear madam, 

Nou obliged humble ſervant, 

Logs ' Lovisa DIB. 

Miss 


Mis 
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Miss DicBy ro THE REV. Ms, Mon- 


Norterdam. 
Dear CHARLEZS, 
" FULFIL. the promiſe I made you 
at parting, by writing to you as 
ſoon as poſſible. Authoriſed by my fa- 
ther, and encouraged by the affectionate 
regard your mother and fiſter have ever 
ſhewn me, I have no ſcruple in owning to 
you, that I found myſelf almoſt une- 
qual to the taſk of parting from you; but 
when I confider that I ſhould have been 
wanting in duty to the beſt of parents, 
had I remained in England, and that our 
ſeparation will probably be a ſhort one, 
am reſolved to reconcile myſelf to it.— 
depend on it, my dear Charles, that ! 
will treaſure up your advice in my me- 
mory ; and in return, I expect that you 
will oblige me, in taking no notice of 
Sir William Turner's behaviour. Your 
acquaint» 


* 
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acquaintance with him is very flight, 
and as I ſuppoſe he will ſoon go into the 
country, I hope you will endeavour to 
avoid him; for I ſhould be the moſt 
miſerable creature in the world, were any 
quarrel to happen between him and you, 
on my account. Depending on my af- 
fection, you can have nothing to fear from 
him, or any other man; and I rely on 
your word of honour to treat his rudeneſs, 
ſhould he offer any to you, with the con- 
tempt it deſerves. —Our paſſage from 
Graveſend to this place, tho' ſhort, was 
a very rough one; we had a perfect ſtorm 
the greateſt part of the way; I was ex- 
ceſſively ſea-fick, and never expected to 


lire till we got aſhore; but the mo- 
ment I ſat my foot on land, I was per- 
fectly recovered. Having been greatly 
entertained in our paſſage up the Maeſe,. 
with the view of the country on both 
fides; but as you are to have free acceſs 


to the letters 1 have engaged to write 


Harriot, I will not anticipate the ſubject 


by 


by | 
city 
dear 
eſte 
you 
dau 
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by giving you any deſcription of this 
city and neighbourhood, - Adieu, my 
dear Charles—continue to deſerve the 
eſteem and friendſhip of my father, and 
you may depend on the affection of his 
daughter, 2 6 
Lovis A Dicsr. 
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Miss DicByY ro Miss MorDavunmrt. 


Rotterdam, Fane, 
My DA Han RIOr, 


2 any body told me twenty-four 
hours ago, that I ſhould be perfect- 
ly well, and able to write to you to day, 


J could not have believed them; never 
ſure was any fickneſs equal to that I en- 


dured whilſt on board the ſhip- and poor 


Sally being as ill as myſelf, I had no other 
attendant but the cabbin boy ;—the weather 
was uncommonly rough for the time of. 
year ; the waves were perpetually beating 
over the ſides of the ſhip ; and tome, who 
never had been at ſea before, it appeared 
a violent tempeſt, though my father's aſ- 
ſurances that we were in no danger, ena- 
bled me to keep up my ſpirits ; but when 
the ſea-ſickneſs came upon me, I was no 
longer able to hear or ſee any thing, and 
ſuppoſing it was impoſſible for me to 
ſurvive i * 1 began in earneſt to prepare 


TIA myſelt 
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myſelf for a much longer voyage, than 
that we at firſt intended ;—however, as we 


drew near the mouth of the river which 


runs up to Rotterdam, the water became 
ſmoother, and the day proving very fine, 
I was perſuaded to conie upon deck, and 
having ſeen no land for two days, was 
greatly amuſed with the proſpects, as. we 
ſailed up the river. We paſſed the Brill, 
Mayeſland's Sluice, Delph's Hagen, and 
ſeveral other ſmall places, but not near 
enough to give you any deſcription of 
them; and at five o'clock in the evening 
we landed at Rotterdam, and were con- 
ducted to an inn, called the Swine's Hooft, 
in the great market place. I was much 
pleaſed with the appearance of this city, 
as we came into the harbour ;—-the canals 
which run through almoſt every ſtreet, 
and where veſſels of two hundred tons 
burthen come up to the merchant's ware- 
houſes to lade and unlade, have a very 
pleaſing effect; and being planted with 


double rows of trees, afford an agreeable 


trade 


Der 
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ſhade in the hot weather; but I find my. 
ſelf fatigued, and muſt lay down my pen, 
Will write to you again in a day or two. 
Adieu, my dear Harriot, continue to love 
Your 
Lovisa Drionx. 
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To THE SAME, Ix CONTINUATION. 


1 paſſed two very agreeable days 


in walking over this neat city; the 
ſtreets are exceedingly clean and well 
paved, and the houſes in general well built, 
eſpecially on the Boom Quay, which fronts 
the river Maeſe, and is chiefly inhabit- 
ed by Engliſh merchants ; the beſt houſes 
are ornamented with a vaſt profuſion of 
carving, gilding, and painting ; but are 
rather dark and gloomy on account of the 
trees, which are planted before the win- 
dows in almoſt every ſtreet, Here are 
four churches for the eſtabliſhed religion, 
which is Calviniſt ; beſides theſe, there 
are two diſſenting meeting-houſes, one 
Jews ſynagogue, and an Engliſh church, 
which' latter is a very neat building. We 
attended divine ſervice yeſterday, The 
foundation ſtone was laid by the great 
duke of Marlborough, who ſubſcribed 


handſomely towards erecting it, and got 


an endowment of one hundred a * from 
5 | queen 
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queen Ann. The appointment is in the 
- biſhop of London, who generally attends 
to the recommendation of the Engliſh in- 
habitants, from whom the clergyman re- 
ceives about eighty, or perhaps one hun- 
dred pounds a year; which joined to the 
ſtipend from government, produces a de- 
cent ſalary. The preſent chaplain is a Mr. 
Williams, a young gentleman of very fair 
character; he waited on my father as ſoon 
as we landed, and has ſhewn us many ci- 
vilities. The uſe of a ſurplice is not per- 
mitted, the Dutch calling it a rag of po- 
pery, ſo that the chaplain is obliged to 
read the prayers in his gown, which to 
perſons lately come from England, has an 
odd appearance ;—neither is the funeral 
ſervice permitted according to our, or in- 
deed any, form; no ceremony whatever 
is uſed. The corps is attended to the 
grave frequently with great funeral pomp, 
and anumber of lighted flambeaux, (even 
In the day time) the coffin depoſited im- 
mediately, and the grave filled up. The 
- Tea * 
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gteat Dutch church has a very gloomy 
appearance, and is ſuffered to be in a moſt 
dirty condition. I was ſurpriſed to ſee/ the 
men put on their hats as ſoon as the ſer- 
mon began, and am told, that in very 
cold weather, the clergyman himſelf ſets 
the example. This church was formetly 
2 fine cathedral, but Dutch barbariſm has 
in a great meaſure deſtroyed all its beau- 
ties; the ſcreen which ſeparates the chan- 
cel from the body of the church, is of 
ſolid braſs, and exquiſite workmanſhip ;: 
but the number of black eſcutcheons 
which cover a great of the walls, give the 
whole building a gloomy appearance. 
The ſeats are ſupplied with a great num- 
ber of ſmall ſtoves, in which they burn 


charcoal, and the ladies in cold weather 


put them under their feet; this cuſtom, 
in my opinion, muſt be very prejudicial 
to health, as the ſmell of the charcoal 


alone, is, I am told, enough co ſuffocate 


one; — at preſent there is no occaſion for 
* the weather being hotter than 1 
Vor. I * ever 


ever remember it in England. I am obliged 
to break off, to accompany my father to 
the Hague; in my next will reſume the 
ſubject, and ſhall be happy if my obſer- 
vations entertain my friends. Adieu, my M 


dear Harriot - diſtribute love and e 
vw where due, for * 


gd ni: Neur. ever Gncere friend, . returt 
to: ee, Fend Diczr. ſhort, 
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Miss Dicsy in CoxrTInvATION. 


| | Rotterdam, 
Mr Dzan Haznzior, | 
] SHALL poſtpone giving you any ac- 
count of the Hague, from whence we 
returned to day, as our firſt viſit was very 
ſhort, and my father purpoſes to ſtay there 
a week or ten days before we leave this 
country, and will reſume my account of 
this city, which has been our home ſince 
we left England.—I think I told you, 
that the houſes are generally well built, 
and in cleanlineſs they are exceeded by 
none; indeed, they carry it ſometimes 
to a diſagreeable extreme, after a ſhower 
of rain, the maſter of the houſe and his 
viſitor, if he brings one home with him, 
are ſupplied with ſlippers, which they put 
on in the paſſage :—this cuſtom prevails 
only among the midling fort of people 
as the gentry, eſpecially the ladies, ſel- 


dom are ſoen on foot in the ſtreets as to 


* 
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the common people, it is not unuſual to 
ſee a ſtrapping maid ſervant catch myn- 
heer, her maſter, under her arm, and car. 
ry him into the houſe, to prevent his ſoil. 
ing the entry. The dreſs of the burghers 
is generally black, with large ſleeves, and 
long ſkirts, ornamented with a profuſion 
of ſmall buttons; they wear very large 
hats, and bob wigs, full of ſmall curls, 
and are altogether, in my opinion, as auk- 
ward a ſet of mortals as one would with to 
ſee ;—but what renders them particularly 
diſagreeable is, the odious cuſtom of ſmoak- 
ing, which they uſe in all companies, 
and even as they walk the ſtreets. The 
poorer ſort of women load themſelves 
with an immenſe quantity of petticoats, 
even in warm weather ;—they are very 
ſhort, in order to ſhew the flipper, which 
has nothing to keep it on; and with 
which, however, they walk ſurpriſingly 
well. —The ftreets are all ſloping to the 
canal, with which almoſt every one is 
Furniſhed, ſo that in a quarter of an hour 
after 
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after a ſtorm of rain, they are quite dry, 
and much cleaner than our foot pavement 
in England; — the women who are obliged 
to go on foot, are furniſhed with an um- 
brella, which ſhelters them from the ſun 
as well as rain. Our lodging is oppoſite 
the door of the great church—and it 18 
curious. to obſerve the number of um- 
brellas which are mounted over their 
heads as ſoon as they get into the ſtreet ; 
and conſtant uſe has made them very dex- 
terous in the management of them. The 


carriages, except thoſe which come from 


England, are very heavy and clumſy, with 
a profuſion of gilding and painting, but 
without any of that elegant neatneſs for 
which ours are in ſuch requeſt the har- 
neſs is miſerable, conſiſting moſt com- 
monly of ropes only.—The horſes are of 
a very large breed, with full manes and 
tails, generally black, and not unlike thoſe 
we ſee in the brewers drays in London. 
Theſe coaches are, however, very clean 
and commodious within fide, and are to 
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be hired at a ſhort notice; there being no 
regular ſtands in the ſtreets, as with us.— 
HFere are al ſo carriages which they call phae- 
tons— they will hold fix or eight perſons— 
but are very inconvenient, being without 
ſprings, which makes them extremely 
rough; — inſtead of glaſſes they have cur- 
tains at the windows, which anſwer the 


purpoſe of keeping out the ſun tolerably 


well, but are a very poor defence againſt 
Wind and rain;—in ſhort, conveyance by 
land is, in this country, very fatiguing, 
eſpecially to an Enghſhwoman, who has 
been uſed to better accommodations—and 
it 15 for this reaſon, that water carriage, 
by means of the canals, is ſo much uſed 
throughout Holland. This method of 
travelling is pleaſant enough, (at leaſt 
whilſt it is a novelty,) if you can get what 
they call the roof, which 1s a ſmall room 
in the ſtern, to yourſelf, otherwiſe you are 
obliged to mix with all ſorts of company, and 


are poiſoned with the effluvia of their vile 


tobacco—theſe treck- ſchuts, as the Dutch 
call 


call! 
ſage 
ſons, 
forta 
the c 
not 1 
one 
of tt 
and 
bin, 
of t 
cuſh 
wine 
acco 
(ſon 
you 
a pie 
abou 
you 
of ti 
from 
inſta 
nule 
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call them, are on the ſame plan as our paſ- 

ſage boats, where no reſpect is paid to per- 

ſons, and your only chance for being com- 

fortable, is to ſend time enough to ſecure 
the cabin. Theſe boats, which in ſhape are 

not unlike our city barges, are drawn by 
one horſe only, who trots along the bank 

of the canal, at about three miles an hour, 
and draws'the barge after him ; the cas 
bin, which is divided from the other part 
of the boat, is decently fitted up with 
cuſhions, a table in the middle, and ſaſh, 
windows at the end and fides ;—for theſe 
accommodations you pay twenty ſtivers 
(ſomething more than our penny) when 
you firſt engage the roof, and ſeven ſtivers 
a piece when you enter. Their ſtages are 
about eight or ten miles, ſo that I leave; 
you to judge if this is not a cheap method: 
of travelling; they regulate the diſtance, 


from one town to another, by hours—for 
inſtance, from this city to:Delfth, is nine. 
miles, which they call three hours; and 


for which you pay only ſeven ſtivers for 
l F 4 ceach 
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each paſſenger, and twenty ſtivers for the 
_ uſe of the cabin, which will eaſily contain 
eight perſons. The proſpects in paſſing 
along the canals, are as pleafing as a flat 
country can afford; the banks are orna- 
mented with a number of country houſes, 
decorated in a very pictureſque manner, 
with a profufion of painting and gilding. 
The gardens are kept in the neateſt order, 
and are perfectly uniform in the Dutch 
| taſte; the formal part of Kenfington gar- 
dens will furniſh you with no bad idea of 
the manner in which the ground near gen- 
tlemens' houſes is laid out ;—but there is 
a ſameneſs in all the villas, which ſoon be- 
comes tireſome; that pleaſing variety, 
that romantic diſpoſition of ground, that 
enchanting diverſity of hill and dale, which 
are ſo much, and fo deſervedly admired 
with us, are wanting in this country ;— 
you every where meet with yew and quick- 
ſet hedges, cut out into gladiators, ſwans, 
lovers, and monſters. You approach every 
houſe through an avenue of trees, and are 

” ſurpriſed 


C1080 


ſurpriſed at every turn with a fountain in 
ambuſcade, which in a moment wets you 


from head to foot, to the infinite entertain- 
ment of the company; but notwith ſtand - 


ing all this, there is a certain prettineſs in 
theſe villas, which novelty makes agree - 
able, and the fraus are very obliging ; 


but my dear, you can have no idea of the 


civility of a Dutchman; nature ſeems to 
have denied them all the power of pleaſ- 


ing; and when they endeavour to be: moſt 
polite, they are moſt odious. Imagine to 
yourſelf, my Harriot, a fat, ſhort, round 
faced mortal, with an awkward gait, a Va- 


cant countenance, and a long pipe in his. 
mouth, and you have at once the pic- | 
ture of a Dutch gallant—no apartment, 
not evem a lady's bed. chamber is reſpected 
—=every room in the houſe is filled with 
elouds of ſmoke, from the tubes of theſe 


Dutch beaus;; — for my part, I believe in 
my conſcience, a Dutchman never lays 


down. his. pipe, except to eat or ſleep 


we were much incommoded by two of 
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theſe gentry, who intruded themſelves 
into our cabin, the day we went to the 
Hague ; they puffed their vile tobacco in 
my face, and had not the good manners to 
defiſt, though they ſaw it made me fick— 
as they had no right to the roof which our 


ſervant had taken for us; my father in- 


_ fiſted on their quitting it immediately, and 
receiving an impertinent anſwer from one 
of them in Dutch, (which I did not un- 
derſtand) my father ſtruck his pipe out of 
| his mouth; and turned him inſtantly out 
of the cabin : this fracas alarmed me ex- 
ceedingly :—and as we were luckily at the 
end of the firſt ſtage, I defired that we 
might proceed by land :—not having 
our carriage with us, the ſervant was di- 
reed to hire one of the phaetons I have 
. deſcribed to you, which carried us to the 

Hague; but if the Dutchman would have 


given me leave, I would much rather have 


continued in the treck- ſchut, as an eaſier 
and pleaſanter conveyance. Bleſs me, 


what a monſtrous letter have I written ! 
3272 If 
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If I go on at this rate, I ſhall ſoon ſurfeit 
you with my deſcriptions ;—let me, how- 
ever, before I cloſe this, acknowledge the 
receipt of your affectionate, your ſiſterly 
letter; ſhall I ſay it was the more wel- 
come on account of that which was en- 
cloſed in it? Your brother, my dear, has 
found the way to my heart—as the ſureſt 
road to it, he has gained the good opi- 
nion of my father, who ſays, that the 
more he knows him, the greater is his re- 
gard for him; is it not aſtoniſhing, my 
dear friend, that young men do not in ge- 
neral, imitate Charles Mordaunt but I 
fear few of them are capable of reliſhing 
thoſe pleaſures of ſentiment which endear 


| him to every virtuous mind; but I muſt 
quit this ſubject, though in writing to 


your brother, which I ſhall do by the next 
mail, it will be renewed again. My fa- 
ther defires his beſt reſpects to your dear 
mother and yourſelf. Preſent, and accept 
the ſame, from your 2 
Lovisa Dre nr. 
F 6 Miss 
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* Dient 10 THE Rev, Mz. Mon- 


DAUNT. 


Rotterdam. 
Dean Crnantes, 

THINK you complain without cauſe, 
of my ſilence; when I write to your 
fiſter, I write to you.; but you muſt not 
expect regular anſwers to all- your. letters.. 
My father's ſanction authorizes our cor- 
reſpondence, and I have no ſcruple in aſ- 
furing you, that I am happy to hear from 
you, and tenderly. intereſted in all your 
eoncerns-;. your: behaviour to Sir William 
Turner, has obliged. me exceeding]y ;: 
fooliſh man f what right has he to be of - 
fended. with you * He is the laſt perſon in 
the world in whom LI. would repoſe any 
eonfidence; his behaviour, before we left 
London, was ſufficiently diſguſting—and 
were I not engaged in honour, in inclina- 
tion, and in. obedience to my father, to 
you, I could never admit him to the 
ſmalleſt 


Re 
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ſmalleſt ſhare in my eſteem or confidence. 
Is it not too ſoon to begin to complain of 
my abſence? Perhaps you think that gal - 
lantry requires you to write in that ſtile & 
But that cannot be, when I recolle& that 
you have often heard me declare, that E 
eſteem. you more for your fincerity than 
your politeneſs !--Remember,. it is not a 
month ſince we parted, and that many muſt 
paſs over our heads before we meet again ! 
let not the time be miſemployed: on your 
part—cultivate the friendſhip of your noble- 
patron, and depend on the conſtancy of 
my affection; believe me, it will be your 
own fault, if the favourable opinion I have 


long entertained of you, be ever changed. 


—You know you. can depend on my 
father's friendſhip, as long as you deſerve 
it. Continue to be what you now are, 
and rely on the affection of your 
Lovis Dies x. 
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Tux Rev. DR. BEW ETT To Jonn 
DicBy, Es d. 


Stone Parſonage. 

Dear Sir, 

AM exceedingly ſorry to give you any 

information which may cauſe you un- 
eaſineſs ; but I think it proper to acquaint 
you, that Sir William Turner has be- 
haved in a very extraordinary manner 
fince you left England. A friend of mine 
aſſures me, that he talks of viſiting the 
continent very ſoon, at your invitation; 
and ſays, that his addreſſes to Miſs Digby 
would not have been refuſed, had you 
known how to break off the match with 
Mr. Mordaunt decently ; but that every 
thing will be ſettled to his ſatisfaction, 
when he pays his devoirs to Miſs Digby 
in perſon, which he means ſpeedily to do; 
this reached Mr. Mordaunt's ears, who, 
in the firſt heat of reſentment, determined 
to chaſtiſe him for his impertinence; but 


by the advice of his friends, from the 
- þ confider- 
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confideration of his profeſſion-and the 
injuctions of Miſs Digby, under which I 
find ſhe laid him at parting, he has re- 
ſolved to treat his behaviour with the con- 
tempt it deſerves—ſo that I hope no ill 
conſequences will ariſe from the impru- 


dent conduct of this hot headed young. 


man.—Should he be ſo raſh as to follow 


Miſs Digby to Holland, I am fearful of 


the conſequences ; but when I conſider 


that ſhe: cannot be forced out of your pro- 
tection, my uneaſineſs is abated : at all 
events -I thought it my duty to give you 
this account, leaving it to yourſelf to purſue 


ſuch meaſures as the exigency of the caſe 


may require, and your. prudence dictate. 


My poor neice has been much indiſpoſed, 
but is now on the recovery—ſhe deſires 
her ſincere love to Miſs Digby, and beſt 
compliments to yourſelf ; in both which, 
ſhe is heartily joined by, 

Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend, 

And humble ſervant, 


RICHARD BLEWETT. 
Miss 
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Miss DIT ro Miss MorpDavyr. 
Rotterdam, 
Dean HAaRIOr, 
As we leave this: city to-morrow, to 
- ſpend ſome time at the Hague, I 
will employ myſelf to day in concluding 
my imperfect deſcription. of this place, 
which I have a kind of affection for, 
from the civilities I have received in 
it, and the environs. I will omit an 
account of the manners and cuſtoms of 
the gentry, as 1 ſhall find them in greater 
perfection at the Hague, which. being the 
refidenee of the prince and princeſs. of 
Orange, and all the foreign miniſters, 
muſt be much more brilliant than a place 
inhabited principally by merchants and 
tradeſmen. This city notwithſtanding, 
is very comfortable, and the regularity of 
the police prevents all riots and diſturb- 
ance. The town gates are ſhut exactly 
at ten o'clock in the winter; in the ſum- 
mer 


C wag ) 


mer they are kept open half an hour 
longer, that the merchants, after the bu- 
ſineſs of the day is finiſhed, may go out 
to their country houſes, which are ſeldom 
at more than two or three miles diſtance. 
As ſoon as the gates are locked, the keys 
are carried to the burgo-maſter, and no 
perſon whatever can be admitted till five 
o'clock in the morning. The ftreets are 
guarded by the town watch, which is 
compoſed 6f all the inhabitants, who are 
obliged: to attend in their turns, or hire 
a ſubſtitute to do the duty for them. No 
ſoldiers whatever are admitted into the 
city, which deprives the ladies of thoſe 
agreeable flirtations, which the little 
miſſes of our country towns have frequent 
opportunities of enjoying; but the Dutch 
ladies are contented with domeſtic amuſe- 
ments, a few viſits, and an airing to their 
gardens, (for they always give their coun- 
try houſes that name) and know not the 
pleaſures of balls, operas, plays, maſ- 


querades, feſtinos, promenades, and thg 
other 
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other faſhionable amuſements of our gay 
world. You find very few people in the 
ſtreets after dark; indeed they are fo 
indifferently lighted, as to make it dan- 
gerous for ſtrangers to be abroad in the 
evening, on account of the numerous 
canals. As to robberies, I have not heard 
of one fince we have been here. I forgot 
to tell you, that in the great market-place, 
where we lodge, the ſtatue of Eraſmus, 
the famous Latin poet, is erected; he was 
born here, and the inhabitants pride them- 
ſelves not a little on it. The merchants 
trade much to England, appear to be en- 
gaged in vaſt concerns, and live elegantly. 
It has been faid that they are very reſerv- 
ed to ſtrangers ; we, however, have found 
them very different; they have ſhewn us 
all poſſible civility, and taken a great deal 
of pains to render our ſtay here as agree- 


able as poſſible. To thoſe who are fond 


of till life, and can ſmoke tobacco, this 
place may be very comfortable; but I 


own I ſhould be unhappy at the thought 
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of ſpending my life in Rotterdam. We 
ſet out to-morrow for the Hague, and 
from thence ſhall go to Amſterdam. My 
father enjoys his health; but I fear 
there is ſomething on his mind which 
diſturbs him. I do all in my power 
to amuſe him, and feel myſelf happy 
in the pleaſure my company ſeems to 
give him. How ſhould I have reflect- 
ed on myſelf, had I been perſuaded to 
ſtay in England, and any accident had 
befallen him! What a miſerable crea- 
ture would your friend have been, to 
have received an account of his illneſs, 
without having any proper perſon to at- 
tend him; and had he died abroad, I 
never ſhould have known a moment's 
peace of mind. How different is my 
preſent ſituation! Thoſe friends whoſe 
good opinion I wiſh to preſerve, approve 
my conduct. My father is amuſed with 
my converſation, and your brother now 
confeſſes, that he loves me better, if poſ- 


fible, than ever, for my attention to ſo 
2 kind 
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kind a parent.— Adieu, my dear Harriot; 
remember me to all enquiring friends 
and be affured that I am, 
Your's ſincerely, 
Lovisa Dicsr. 


Miss 


5 


L 
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Miss MorDaunT To Miss Dior. 


Dowver- Street, June. 

THANK you, my dear Louiſa, for 
the pleaſure and entertainment your 
letters have afforded me. My mother alſo 
is greatly pleaſed with them; and ſays, 
ſhe hopes I ſhall profit by the correſpond- 
ence of ſo deſerving a friend. We 
are rather alarmed at the melancholy 
concluſion of your laſt, though it 
can be. no wonder that your father's 
mind ſhould be ſometimes a little diſ- 


turbed. My mother ſays no young man 


entered into life with greater advantages; 
poſſeſſing a good eſtate, (for he loſt his 
parents in his infancy) a fine underſtand- 
ing, improved by a liberal education, 
and a judicious obſervation of the man- 


ners and politics of foreign countries, 


with the addition of a handſome perſon, 
and engaging addreſs, he returned from 
his travels with the character of an ac- 
.compliſhed gentleman, His conduct in 


par- 


„ 


parliament introduced him to the notice 
and regard of the moſt diſtinguiſhed mem- 
bers of the ſenate, and he was the adora- 
tion of our ſex. My mother even now 
ſpeaks of him in a way that convinces me, 
had he paid his addreſſes to her twenty 
years ago, ſhe would not have been very 
cruel; and even now, were he to return 
to England, I think ſhe would ſet her cap 
at him — but you know, my dear, as 
we are to be ſiſters by another means, 
there is no neceſſity for adopting this mea- 
ſure to ſtrengthen the relationſhip. I have 
no news to ſend you; the buſtle of the 
birth-day 1s over, and the town thins 
apace. We are to ſpend the remainder of 
the ſummer at Brighthelmſtone. My 
poor brother ſuffers exceedingly by your 
abſence, ſhort as it has been. He has 
loſt all his vivacity, and ſpends the 
greater part of bis time alone in his 

Rudy. He does not however neglect 
your injunctions of paying due reſpect 

and attention to his patron. Lord L. 
ſeems to have a ſincere. regard for him, 

$ and 
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and aſſures my mother, that he will uſe 
all his intereſt in obtaining good prefer- 


ment for him. — Lady Manning paid us 


a viſit yeſterday ; ſhe ſaid ſhe ſuppoſed I 
heard frequently from you, tho? ſhe was 
neglected, having received only one letter 
from you ; but that ſhe did not blame 


you ſo much as your father, who had al- 


ways endeavoured to ſet you againſt your 


mother's friends and relations. I give 


you this hint, my dear, which you will 
improve: it would be a pity, you know, 
to forfeit lady Manning's eſteem, eſpe- 
cially as ſhe is fo rich, and you was always 
ſo great a favorite, —Bleſs' me ! What a 
letter have I written ; you will be tired to 
death before you get half through it. 
In compaſſion therefore, 1 ſubſcribe myſeif, 
My dear Louiſa's ſincere 
And affectionate friend, 
Hazxrtor MorDAUNT. 
Our reſpectful compliments to Mr. 
Digby.— My mother ſends you her fin- 
cere love. | 4 
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REV. Mr. MorpaunT To Miss Dicsy, 


(ENCLOSED IN THE FOREGOING.) 


Dover-Street, 

Mr Dzax Louisa. a | 
TS it, can it be, only one month ſince 
we parted? And are many more to 
come, before we ſhall meet again? In- 


deed, my beloved Louiſa, the thought 


of this long ſeparation, is more than 1 
can ſupport! Indulge me, therefore, in 
the happineſs of paying you one ſhort 
viſit. I am not very well, and change of 
air is recommended to me. My mother 
and ſiſter wiſh me to accompany them 
40 Brighthelmſtone; but doctor H. who 
perfectly underſtands my caſe, thinks that 
nothing would ſo effectually recover me as 
= trip to Holland. You always enter- 
tained a very high opinion of the doctor's 
medical abilities; and J hope will wiſh 
me to be governed by his advice. I dare 
1 A not 
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not venture to write Mr. Digby on the 
ſubje&, unleſs it meets your approbation. 
Do not then deprive me of a pleaſure, on 
which I have ſet my heart; if you are 
ſo cruel, I will be ſick in earneſt, as I find 
I cannot live over the ſummer, without 


ſeeing my adorable Louiſa ;—conſent then 
to my wiſhes write only three words — 
you may come ;—they will more ſpeedily 


reſtore me to health, than the longeſt pre- 


ſcription of the whole college of phyſici- 


ans, Adieu, my ſweet Louifa;—preſent 
my reſpectful duty to your father, and 


be aſſured of the eternal love and grati- 


tude of 
Your diese, 
CuARLIS MorDAUNT, 
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Miss Die gr To THE RRV. Ma. Mon- 
DAUNT. 


Rotterdam, 


Mr DEAN CHARLES, 
1 8 encroachers you men are! 
No ſooner is one favor granted, 
than another is ſolicited; and if refuſed, 
tho” ever ſo unreaſonable, ſighs, and tears, 
and prayers, and diſpair, and death, are to 
follow of courſe—We- poſtponed our 
Journey a week at your-requeſt ;z—at part- 
ing you intreated me to correſpond with 
you, and promiſed to ſupport the ſepara- 
tion like a reaſonable man, if I would 
conſent to write now and then to you. I 
did not think it prudent to comply with 
your requeſt. You then got my dear 
father on your fide, and under the ſanc- 
tion of his autharity, I promiſed to write 
to my love-ſick ſwain. I have kept my 
word; but all this will not do. Charles 
Mordaunt is fick, and doctor H. ſends 
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him to -Holland for a cure.—Harriot 
too is in the plot;—** my poor brother 
has loſt all his vivacity ;—we have very 
little of his company, he confines himſelf 
almoſt entirely to his ſtudy; and pray in 
what better place can a young man ſpend 
his time, who 1s bred to a learned pro- 
feſſion, to which his friends hope he will 
one day do honour? Indeed, my dear 
Charles, you are very unreaſonable; and- 
[ cannot comply with your requeſt at 
preſent, but with my father's permiſſion, 
I offer you a compromiſe. The fervency 
of his love for my dear mother, lady Ca- 
roline, which 1s too deeply engraven pn 
his heart, ever to be eraſed, has made 
him the friend of lovers; and I am fo 
partial to my father, that J delight in 
adopting his ſentiments.— We leave Hol- 
land in a few days, and ſhall go directly 
to Hanover, where we purpoſe to remain 
2 fortnight or three weeks. To viſit us 


in that city, my father deſires me to in- 


vite you; and I confeſs I obey him with 
Sh pleaſure, 


. 


pleaſure. This will afford you the op- 
portunity of making the tour of Holland, 
which is very pleaſant at this ſeaſon, and 
be a better reaſon to your friends for your 
abſence, than a confeſſion that you croſſed 
the ſea from Harwich to Helveot, merely 
to figh out your paſſion, at the feet of 
your miſtreſs —How good am] to you !— 
Inſtead of the three little words you re- 
quired, I ſend you a letter almoſt as long 
as my arm ;—for ſhame, Louiſa, write no 
more to this ſtrange man!—the prudes 
will ſay your are a bold girl. I will defire 
my father to give you a line from Am- 
ſterdam, and .conclude this long epiſtle 
with aſſuring you, that I am, 
Your ſincere friend, 


Lovisa DiGBx. 


Miss 
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Miss Dicsy To LADY MANNixG 


Dear Manan, 


FEEL myſelf diſappointed in not 
being favoured with a line from your 
ladyſhip, in anſwer to the letter I had 
the honor of writing you, on our 
arrival at Rotterdam, As you kindly 
forgave my obſtinacy, (as you were pleaf- 
ed to call it) in perfiſting to accompany 
my father, I flattered myſelf that I was 
reſtored to your favor, and had regained 
that place, which you have ſo often aſſur- 
ed me, I held in your warmeſt affections. 
—Do not, deareſt madam, diſappoint 
theſe expectations, but confirm them by 
a line from your own hand. My dear 
father is not well—his mind is diſturbed ;. 
and that, I fear, affects his health. TI uſe 
all means in my power to raiſe his ſpirits, 
and flatter myſelf, that I ſometimes ſuc- 


ceed, as he frequently declares, that my 


G 3 company 
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company is neceſſary to his exiſtence. 
Judge then, my dear madam, what muſt 
be my joy to reflect, that I had ſtrength 
to reſiſt all importunities to remain in 
England, and by attending my father in 
this excurſion, to prove myſelf an affettion- 
ate daughter ; even your ladyſhip, I am 
ſure, now applauds my conduct. My 
father preſents his moſt reſpectful com- 
pliments, and I remain, 
My dear madam, 
Your ladyſhip's moſt affectionate 


And obliged. god-daughter, 
. Lovisa DiGcsr. 


Ma. 


Mu 
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Ma. DicBY To CoLoxeL Nugent. 


Rotterdam. 
| Mr Dax CoLONBL, | 
1 HAVE delayed writing you day after 

day, in hopes of muſtering up better 
ſpirits; but I cannot ſucceed ;- perhaps 
J have imbibed with the air, the phleg- 
matic temper of the country; but I will 
not do the climate the injuſtice of attribu- 
ting the dejection of my ſpirits to that 
cauſe, —No, my dear Nugent, to you I 
confeſs the weakneſs of my heart! the 
loſs of lady Caroline, notwithſtanding all 
her levity, the inſolence of her relations, 
and the ruin which her extravagance has 


brought on me, fills my mind with a de- 


jection, which I cannot ſhake off. My 
lovely Louiſa is conſtantly at my fide j— 
ſhe plays — ſhe ſings to me, and does every 
thing in her power to amuſe !] ftrive to 


appear the better for her attentions ;—but 


alas ! the dear girl. little thinks, that thoſe 
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very aſſiduities increaſe the malady they 


are intended to cure I—Oh my dear 
friend, this beloved daughter is the exact 
reſemblance of her mother the day I firſt 


ſaw her in the drawing room; ſhe ſtood | 


next to me in the circle, and was pre- 
lented to their majeſties, on her firſt ap- 
pearance at court, I was next preſented, 
having lately returned from my travels, 
and taken my ſeat in parliament : the eyes 
of the whole circle were upon us. Lady 
Caroline was elegantly dreſt, and by far 
the moſt beautiful woman in the room, 
I was equipped in the higheſt Pariſian 
taſte, and cut no contemptible figure, 
Lady Caroline looked at me with ſome 
confuſion, which was greatly encreaſed 
by the earl of H 
berlain, ſaying in her hearing, he had a 
preſentiment that he ſhould have the ho- 


nor of preſenting us again, on a certain 


happy occaſion ; for that we ſeemed born 
for each other. Within ſix months that 


event happened, and we were again pre- 
ſented 


d, the lord Cham- 
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ſented by that accompliſhed nobleman, 


whoſe elegance, in doing the honors of 


the court, have never been equalled by 
any of his ſucceſſors in office. Vou were 


then with your regiment in America, and 


did not return till lady Caroline's beauties 


tain levity of character, rendered her 
inattentive to my endearments; and I too 


ſoon found that ſhe had no reliſh for do- 


meſtic happineſs. Once ſhe ſaid to me, 
where ſhall: we go this evening? I am 


tired of all the public places ?—Suppole,. 


my dear lady Caroline, I replied, you 
were for once to. ſpend your evening at 
home;—novelty might perbaps make it 


agreeable, —O by no means, ſhe cried, it 
would give me ſuch a fit of the vapours, 
that I ſhould not recover my ſpirits again 
for a week. —Such was lady Caroline; gay, 
thoughtleſs, and fond of general admira-- 
tion; but ſhe was ſtrictly virtuous never 


ſuffering any of her danglers to take the 


G. 5. ſmalleſt; 


were on the decline. Her exceſſive love 
of public places, late hours, and a cer- 
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ſmalleſt liberty with her ;—family pride, 
which ſhe poſſeſſed in a great degree, 
might be ſerviceable to her in this reſ- 
pect. This racketing way of life, toge- 
ther with frequent miſcarriages, brought 
on a ſlow fever, with a conſumptive 
cough, that reſiſted all medicine, and ſhe 
fell a victim to an immoderate love of fa- 
ſhionable diſſipation, Had the poſſeſſed 
the mind of my Louiſa, mine had been 
the happieſt lot !—But I will quit theſe 
reflections, and endeavour to ſhake off a 
dejection, which is growing into a habit, 
and which I knew not I had indulged, 
till the ſymptoms became fo very appa- 
rent.— Adieu, my dear Colonel. I hope 
the ſtile of my next will convince you, 
that I am become a new man; for 
Louiſa's ſake, I am determined to be no 
longer a dejected one. 
Yours moſt ſincerely, 
Joan DicsBy. 


LADY 


«© ©. 


ADY MannixnG ro Miss Dicsr.. . 


St. James i. ſquare. 


CANNOT leave town without writing 
my dear Louiſa, to aſſure her, that ſhe: 


has not forfeited my eſteem, though I am 


ſtill of opinion ſhe would have acted more 


prudentiy, in complying with the wiſhes of 


her mother's: family—indeed, my dear 


child, I fear you have offended the earl, 


your grandfather, beyond all hope. of.par- 
don ;—he called a few days ago to take 


leave of me, before he went into the north. 
T told him I had juſt received a-letter from 


you; he replied, that he. conſidered you 
no longer as a part of his family; you had 
diſobeyed the injunctions of your dying 
mother, in refuſing to accept my protec- 
tion, and had thrown off all duty, and 
even common reſpect, to himſelf, and.your 
uncle, lord B. He had hoped, he ſaid, to 
ſee you raiſed to rank and ſplendour but 
your obſtinacy, in purſuing the ruined for- 
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tune of your father, put an end to all ſuch 
expectations; — however, enough would 
remain to ſupport the ſituation you had 
choſen: - your fortune would be an ample 
portion for the wife of a country parſon, 
which he found was the height of your 
ambition; but you might be aſſured, he 
would never own a daughter of lady Ca- 
roline's, in ſuch a ſituation ;—do not think 
I relate this converſation to give you pain; 
I even attempted to become your advo- 
cate, and did juſtice to the character of 
Mr. Mordaunt, who is univerſally and de- 
ſervedly reſpected; but the earl would not 
hear me on the ſubject, and took a haſty 
leave. I am delighted with the accounts 
I hear of you, and the favourable manner 
in which you are received. Sir William 
Evered dined with you at Sir J—h Y—'s, 
at the Hague ;—he ſays, la belle Anglaiſe 
is the conſtant toaſt, and that your father 
is received with the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
marks of reſpect ; to be fure Mr. Digby 


is a very accompliſhed man, and, when he 
pleaſes, 


. 


ch pleaſes, one of the moſt engaging - but 
11d there is a certain hauteur about him which 
ad | never liked, and the proud reſerve he 
dle has always treated your mother's family 
n, with, is, I think, unpardonable ; but I for- 
ur got Lam writing to Louifa—ta: a fweet 
he girl, who poſſeſſes all her father's high 
a- flown notions of honour, and all her mo- 
nk ther's beauty —it is indeed almoſt a pity, 
1; that ſo bright a ſtar ſhould ſhine unnoticed 
0» in a little vicarage houſe, at the entrance 
of of a country village; but I muſt quit my. 
e. pen, or ſtill further offend my Louiſa. 
ot Write frequently to me, and believe me 
ty your | 

ts Maternal and affectionate friend, 

er SARAH MANNING.. 
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Miss Dicsy ro Miss Morpavyr; 


Hagus, 

My pear HARRTor, 
r WRITE to you in the higheſt ſpirits; 
my dear father is ſurpriſingly recover- 
ed, and has returned the many vifits of 
ceremony and friendſhip which his late in- 
diſpoſition had obliged him to neglect. We 
arrived here on Monday, and have taken 
a commodious apartment on the Voor- 
hoot. My father has engaged a valet de 
Place, who ſpeaks French, Engliſh, and 
Dutch, who will aſſiſt the two ſervants we 
brought with us; —Sally is our only female 
attendant ; her ignorance of the French 
language 1s attended with great inconve- 
nience; but ſhe is ſuch a faithful affec- 
tionate creature, that I cannot think of 
parting with her. As our own carriage is 
completely fitted up for travelling, with 
platform, imperial, &c. my father has 
£2741 hired 


( 135 3 
hired a remiſe for the time we remain here: 
it is in my opinion, too gaudy, but one 
muſt comply with the faſhions of the place 
we are in; and at the Hague, a gilt coach, 
filken reins and taſſels,, are neceſſary ap- 
pendages to thoſe who-are ranked in the 
number of comme il faut. We dined yeſ- 
terday, en gala, at Sir J—h Y—'s, who 
ſupports the character of a Britiſh ambaſ- 
ſador with becoming dignity ;—his table 


was elegantly; ſerved, and the fideboard 


filled with a profuſion of the fineſt wines; 
the deſert was beautiful beyond deſcrip- 
tion —in this article of luxury, we are 
by no means equal to foreigners. Sir J. 
praiſed nothing but the water, which 
was indeed excellent, and the more de- 
firable, from the badneſs of it in general, 
through all the low countries. The com- 
pany conſiſted of lord and lady M. and 
miſs B. their daughter; the finical lord S. 
who was very troublefome to me; Sir 
William Evered, general Somers, and four 
or five Engliſhmen of rank, in the Dutch 

ſervice. 
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A band of muſic was placed in a gallery 
in the dining room. We were ſerved with 


all ſorts of curious wine during the deſert; 


afterwards with coffee ; and laſtly, with 
liqueurs, which finiſh the entertainment, 
and give notice to the company that it is 
time pour pendre conge. In my next] ſhall 
attempt a deſcription of this village, as it 


is called, having no gates or fortifications; 


it is, however, a very large and beautiful 
town, the reſidence of the prince and prin- 


ceſs of Orange; and of the whole corps 


diplomatique. Adieu, my dear Harriot; in 
a day or two I purpoſe to reſume mypen; 


— diſtribute love and compliments where. 


due, in the name of 
Your ſincere friend, 


Lovisa Div. 


From 


Fro! 


. 


From THE SAME TO THE SAME, IN 
ConTINUATION. 
Hagus. 
Dear HARRIOr, 

n= reſpect with which my father is 

received in the firſt companies, gives 
me the higheſt ſatisfaction; nor do I think 
the proud carl, my grandfather, or my 
yet prouder uncle, lord B. would meet a 
more gracious reception. My dear fa- 
ther's ſpirits are ſurprizingly mended; as 
he is viſited by all the foreign miniſters, 
he appears in full dreſs every day and is 
ſo fine a figure, that were I not his daugh- 
ter, I believe I ſhould fall in love with him. 
As that is the caſe, your brother 1s very 
fate, for you may aſſure him, that among 
all the embroidered beaus, ornamented 
with brilliant ſtars, and ribands of all the 
colours in the rainbow, I have not ſeen 
one to be compared with my dear Charles, 


either in perſon or manners, and I would 


rather be his wife, and the miſtreſs of the 
little 
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little vicarage, which lady Manning de. 
fcribes ſo contemptuouſly, than the reigu- 
ing ducheſs of M- g. I am in- 
terrupted by the arrival of company, and 
fear I thall not find time to give you the 
promiſed deſcription of this very agree- 
able place, but as you expreſs yourſelf. 
pleaſed with my poor attempts, I will, if 
poſſible, gratify your curiofity. I am call. 
ed down—farewell, my dear Harriot; bo- 
lieve me ever, 
Your's moſt ſincerely, 


Lovisa Dior. 
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Ma. Dic6BY To CoLONEL NUGENT. 


3 Hague. 

Dz ar Colon ETL, 

PROMISED in my laſt to rally my 
ſpirits, and you will ſee, that I, have 
kept my word. We have been here ſome 
days, and are received with great civility— 
I was glad of the opportunity of ſhewing 
Loviſa a little of the taſte of foreign ele- 
gance, and there are few places where it 
is to be ſeen in greater perfection than at 
the Hague. The Stadtholder's court is 
ſuperior to moſt of the German princes; 
and the foreign miniſters, who form a very 
brilliant part of it, vie with each other in 
the magnificence of their dreſs and equi- 
pages. Louiſa is exceedingly admired—o 
ſhe enjoys the novelty of the ſcene, and 
receives all the fine things which are ſaid to 
her, with the moſt perfect compoſure; in- 
deedſhe has ſurrendered her heart to Charles 


Mordaunt, and I do.not think ſhe could 
have 
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have given it to a worthier man; but ax 
his ſituation in life can never be ſplendid, 
though it muſt be reſpectable, I think my 
daughter entitled to ſome praiſe for he: 
conſtancy, when it is ſo much the faſhion 
for young ladies to fall in love with 1 
laced coat and a feather, and elope with 
the firſt powdered fop who ſwears he is 
dying for love. But Louiſa has a mind 
ſuperior to the foibles and levities of her 
ſex :—happy will be the man to whom ſhe 
gives her hand and heart—and I rejoice 
that Mordaunt will know, and properly 
eſtimate, the value of ſuch a treaſure. As 
my expences here greatly exceed the plan 
of eeconomy I mean to adopt, we ſhall 

ſoon quit this place for Hanover, where l 
think of ſtaying a month—there. we are 
to be vifited by Mr. Mordaunt ; from 
thence, I may probably go to Hamburgh. 


Louiſa employs all the time ſhe is diſen - 


gaged from company, in giving a deſcrip- 
tion of the places we paſs through, to 
Harriot Mordaunt, and acquits herſclt 
| __ © tolerably 


tolerab! 
French 
clude, 
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tolerably well. We dine to-day with the 
French ambaſſador, I muſt therefore con- 
clude, or I ſhall not be dreſſed in time. 
Adieu, my dear Nugent. Write ſoon to 
Your ſincere friend, 
Jonx Diosx, 
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Miss Dio To Miss Morpavnra, 


Hagut. 
Mr pax HARRTOr, 


WV are ſo continually engaged in 
company, that I am almoſt glad 

I can plead a flight mdiſpoſition, which [ 
am reſolved ſhall confine me at home a 
day or two, in order to give you a ſhort ac- 
count of this very agreeable place, before 
we leave it, which we ſhall do the begin- 
ning of next week. In the way from 
Rotterdam to this town, we paſſed through 
Delft, which. is exactly in the Dutch taſte; 
very neat and clean, with canals, and 
rows of trees in the principal ſtreets.— 


This towi was formerly noted for a manu- 
factory of blue and white earthen ware, 


ſomewhat reſembling china; but of late 


it has greatly failed, and is now in very 
little requeſt, even in Holland; the queen's 
Ware, made in England, being much pre- 
erred to it, and almoſt generally uſed, 
though 
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though it comes very dear, From Delft to 


the Hague, is fix miles, or as they call 
it, two hours ;—this agreeable village, for 
ſo it is called, becauſe it has neither walls 
nor gates, is allowed to exceed all the 
towns in Holland, in buildings and ele- 
gance. The Wyverburg and Voorhoot, 
are two delightful walks between double 
rows of trees, ſomething like St. James's 
Park; the houſes which ſurround them, are 
very large and magnificent, being chiefly 
inhabited by the foreign miniſters and no- 
bility, and are as handſome as any in Groſ- 
venor- ſquare; here alſo is the Stadthouſe, 
where the States aſſemble; and adjoining, 
are the Italian opera-houſe, and French 
theatre, both of which are ſupported at 
an immenſe expence by ſubſcription. The 
ſtreets are well paved, and will ſoon be 
very well lighted, for when an accident 
happens to the old lamps, which are 
ſquare, with tin backs, the place is ſup- 
plied by Engliſh ones, which give a much 
better light, Proviſions of all kinds are 
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very plentiful and reaſonable ; the ſiſh- 
market is excellently ſupplicd, and affords 
one very curious ſight to ſtrangers I mean 
a number of ſtorks, who feed upon the of- 
fal and ſtale fiſh left in the market ; they 
are a large bird, with . ſtout bodies and 
long legs. The laws are very ſevere againſt 
thoſe who kill or lame them, as they are 
reckoned of public utility in keeping the 
ſtreets free from carrion ;—there is one 
thing very remarkable in theſe birds—they 
ftand always on one leg, drawing the other 
up under their wing, where it is entirely 
concealed ; and when they want to reſt 
that which is tired, they draw it up, and 
let the other down with ſurprizing quick- 
neſs; I have ſeen ten or twelve ſtanding 
rogether in this manner on the ſhambles, 
and I aſſure you it is a very droll fight. 
The carriages and liveries of the nobility 
are very magnificent, and the troops, when 
drawn up on the parade, make a grand ap- 
pearance; they have a fine band of muſic, 
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or Turkiſh muſic, which conſiſts of ſeve- 
ral round pieces of braſs, ſomething like 
helmets: theſe they ſtrike together, in 
uniſon with the ether inſtruments, which 
produces a very pleafing effect ; the ſound 
is not unlike the cymbals or taborets, 
which the Dutch girls play on in the 
ſtreets of London. The prince and prin- 
cels of Orange reſide but ſeldom at the 
Hague ; they ſpend part of the ſummer at 
Loo, and the reſt of their time at a palace 
about a mile from hence, called the Houſe 
in the Wood, a pleaſant and retired ſitua- 
tion; the furniture is not extraordinary, 
but there are ſome excellent paintings of 
the beſt Dutch and Flemiſh maſters. This 
wood is greatly reſorted to by the bour- 
geoiſe in ſummer, as in general the coun- 
try is very little ſhaded with trees, thoſe 
which grow naturally, being very low, 
and fit only for fuel; but the turf moors 
between this and Leyden, from whence 
this town is ſupplied with firing, exhibit 
the moſt dreary . proſpe& imaginable ;— 
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the ſurface of the earth is black. This 
turf they dig out in ſquare pieces about a 
foot long, and fix inches thick ; it is laid up 
in immenſe piles to dry, and is then brought 
here by water for ſale and when mixed 
with coals, burns very well ;—but in the 
houſes of people of faſhion, wood is ge- 
nerally uſed, though it comes extremely 
dear,—-Upon the whole, this town, and 
the adjacent country, is very pleaſant, and 
at this ſeaſon, even delightful ;—and the 
great civilities we have received, have 
made our ſhort ſtay here,. wonderfully 
agreeable, Notwithſtanding all this, I 
ſhall be glad to proceed on our journey ;— 
my father purpoſes ſtopping only a day 
or two at Amſterdam, as it is, by his 
account, a very unpleaſant, and even un- 
healthy city, in hot weather, from the of- 
fenfive ſmell of the ſtagnated water in the 


canals. Good water is indeed rarely to be 


found in this low country; the beſt I have 
met with is unpalatable, except that | 


drank at Sir J—h Y—'s, which was 
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as cool and pleaſant as any I ever taſted ; 
in common it is very maukiſh and infipid, 
from paſſing ſo many times through the 
filtering ſtone, in order to cleanſe it, I 
think I ſball be much pleaſed with Ha- 
nover. Ah, Louiſa, you may ſay, is it 
from the agreeable deſcription given you 
of that city, that you think you ſhall like 
it, or does your preſentiment in its favour, 
ariſe from any other cauſe? To be fincere 
with my dear Harriot, I ſhall be very glad 
to meet your brother there—he writes my 
father, that he waits with the utmoſt im- 
patience, for the ſummons to attend us— 
in a few days he will receive, and, I 
doubt not, with pleaſure obey it. My 
father is juſt returned from the opera, and 
| am called to ſupper, Good night, my. 
dear Harriot ;—believe me ever 

Yours, 

Lovuisa Digsy. 


He Sir 
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Sin WILLIAM Turxzr To Jauzs 
RarLEY, Esa. | 


YURSE on the confounded obſlinacy 

— of that troublefome old fellow, your 
uncle! —what the devil does he mean by 
dragging you with him to Harrogate, when 
I ſo much want you in London. Indeed, 
my dear James, I was never in greater need 
of your company or advice. The plaguy 
- accident with which I acquainted you in 
my laſt , ftill confines me to my cham- 
ber ;—I am not yet able to walk acroſs 
the room, even with the aſſiſtance of 
crutches; and 1 do not think my leg, 
which has been ſo often ſet and unſet, will 
ever be as ſtraight, or as long, as the other, 
J am told, I ought to be thankful it is no 
worſe—as it was at one time thought that 
nothing leſs than amputation would fave 
my life ;—to be ſure it was a moſt terrible 
fracture; but that does not reconcile me 


This letter does not appear. 
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to the idea of the figure I ſhall cut in hop- 
ping about in a hizh ſhoe. Now I have 
vented a little of the ſpleen that almoſt 
choaks me, I will acquaint you with my 
reaſons for wiſhing to ſee you in town. 
Lord S. is juſt returned from the Hague, 
and hearing of my accident, callcd to ſee 
me—among. other things, en paſſant, he 
told me, that he had dined at Sir ]J—h 
Ys, with a miſs Digby, the moſt beau- 
tiful woman he ever ſaw; and that in hopes 
of enjoying more of her company, he had 
endeavoured to become acquainted with 
her father, and preſuming on his rank and 
fortune, had called on them the next 
morning ; that he was much piqued at the 
hauteur of Mr. Digby's behaviour, who 
declined his viſits, ſaying, they were go- 
Ing in a few days to Hanover, to receive 
a dear friend, whom they expected from 
England ;—that being engaged to ſup that 
evening at the Parliament d'Angleterre, 
on being called upon for his toaſt after ſup- 
per, he gave Miſs Dighy, la belle Anglaiſe. 
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A gentleman in the company ſaid, ſhe had 
refuſed ſeveral great oiters, being engaged, 
with her father's approbation, to an En- 
gliſh clergyman, who was to join them at 
Hanover, where they were to be married, 
and immediately afterwards return to Eng. 
land; upon which, ſays Lord S. I gave 
up all further thoughts of this charming 
girl. Thunderſtruck with this intelligence, 
I remained motionleſs, and paid no atten- 
tion to the ſcandalous tales this prating 
puppy of a peer was relating, when my 
ſurgeon, Mr. B — d was announced, and 
he was compelled to take his leave. Some- 
thing muſt be done to prevent their meet- 
ing at Hanover; but what, I know not: 
you are in the country, and I am con- 
fined to my chamber ;—yet ſomething by 
G- cd muſt, and ſhall, be done !—1 will 
not tamely give up. Louiſa, to ſuch a fel- 
low as Mordaunt. Curſe on the unlucky 
accident, which prevents my taking per- 
ſonal revenge on him; but I have 3 


thought, though too much exhauſted by 
: pain 
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pain and vexation to acquaint you with it 
now ;—I will endeavour to get a little reſt. 
You ſhall hear from me in a few days. In 
the mean time believe me, 

Your's ſincerely, 


WILLIAM TURNER, 


60 


Ma. Dicsy ro CoLoxzi Nuekxr. 
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1 WAS yeſterday favoured with a letter 
from the worthy high ſheriff of the 
county of S. wherein he informs me, that 
Lord B.'s private character, and political 
principles, are univerſally deteſted in the 
county, and that at a very large meeting 
of the independent freeholders, convened 
by public advertiſement, it was unani- 
mouſly agreed to ſupport ary gentleman 
whom I ſhould recommend, in caſe I was 
abſolutely determined not to repreſent 
them again in parliament. You, my dear 
colonel, who know me well, can conceive 
what my feelings were, on receiving this 
indubitable and honourable mark of ap- 
probation of my poor abilities, to pro- 


mote the true intereſt of my conſtituents, 
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and in nothing can I more ſhew my zeal 
for their good, than in endeavouring to 
prevail on you, to accept the truſt which 
Lam obliged to reſign. To ſome men, and 
worthy: ones too, I flatter myſelf, my re- 
commendation might be ſerviceable ; but 
colonel Nugent's character is ioo well 
known to need any—and I. moſt earneſtly. 
intreat you to ſuffer. the incloſed letter 
to the ſheriff, expreſſive of my wiſhes for 
your ſucceſs, to-paſs to him through your 
hands, to be communicated to the county 
at large. We are preparing to leave this 
place. Louiſa has got another dangler. 
Lord S. wanted to+be very intimate with; 
us, but I aſſumed one of my proud looks, 
(as lady Manning calls them) as the 
ſhorteſt way of putting an end to his vi- 
fits, I ſhall make a very ſhort ſtay at 
Amſterdam; I do not like the place at any j 
time, but in July it is intolerable. We 
may reſt one day at Ofnaburgh, but I, 
wiſh you to direct to me. at. Hanover, as 
"off Hs I ſhall 
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I ſhall then be ſure of receiving your let. 
ters. — Adieu, my dear colonel ;, believe 


Your ſincere friend, 
Joun Diozx. 


-- % 
* 


| — 


( 


— — 
— 0 
8 S 5 : 4 - 2 
n 
_ —-e » £0. 


Miss Dies To Miss MorDAuNT. 


= - 
. 
1 
Il 
7 
9 
* 


: * 
: 4 0 
** 1 
"th. 
10 
4 % 
4 
i 
„ 1 
( 


Hague, 
My Dran HARRIOr, 

1 WAs made very happy by the receipt 

of your letter from Brighthelmſtone *, 
and am glad to find, that the company 
and place are ſo agreeable to your dear 
mother - your brother too, has acted as 
I wiſh him to do, on all occafions ; that 
is, with a dutiful attention to his parent, 
in paſſing a week with you.—You muſt 
excuſe his defire to return to town about 
the time he expects my father's letter, as 
I ſhould almoſt find in my heart to be an- 
gry with him, were he not to be in Lone 
don to receive it. We ſet out to-morrow 
for Amſterdam, in our travelling carriage. 
I ſhall hardly find time to write you till 
we arrive there ; my father is in excellent 
ſpirits.—I think a letter he received from 
Dr. Blewett at Rotterdam, gave him ſome 


® This letter does not appear. 
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uneaſineſs, but I hope the cauſe, be it 
what it may, is totally removed.. The 
weather is delightful, and I promiſe my- 
ſelf much pleaſure from the journey.— 
Lord S. wanted to be' very particular to 
me, but my father put an end to all his 
fine ſpeeches, by telling him at once that 
I was engaged to your brother. We ſet 

out early in the morning. 

Believe me, ever your's, 


Lovis Dios T. 
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Anſterdam, July... 

My pzar Haxkror, | | 
TATE arrived here laſt night, and are 

provided with very good accom- 
-modations, at a large inn called the Arms 
of Amſterdam, kept by monſieur Thebot, 
a Frenchman; The city appears to be 
very extenſive, and to contain a prodi- 
gious number of inhabitants. We got 
to the gate juſt as the ſoldiers were pre- 
paring to draw up the bridge, and our 
 carriage-could hardly paſs, for the great 
eroud of perſons who were coming in 
from the ſuburbs. We ſhall remain here 
two of three days, in which time I intend 
to ſee as much of the place as I can, and 
will give you the beſt account I am able. 
At preſent, you muſt. be contented with 
a few curſory obſervations. on the towns 
we paſſed through, of which I made ſome 


ſhort notes in my pocket book.-My 
father 
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father diſcharged our valet de place, the 
night before our journey, and James, 
wiſhing to return to England, accepted 
the offer of waiting on two young men, 
who had juſt quitted the univerſity at 
Leyden, and were going to their friends 
in London. Robert and Sally will in 
future be our only attendants. Our 
carriage was at the door at fix o'clock, 
and we got to Leyden in two hours; 
the road was tolerably good, but ſo nar- 
row, that in many places it would have 
been impoſhble for two carriages to pals 
each other. I was at firſt exceedingly 
alarmed in going over the wooden bridges, 
ſo frequently to be paſſed in this country; 
they hang by large chains, and are board- 
ed ; but wide enough only for one car- 
Tiage to paſs at a time. The rattling of 
the wheels, and the noiſe of the horſes, 
feet on the boards, is at firſt rather ter- 
rifying, and were the horſes to be fright- 
ened, an accident might happen ; but 
that I find is very ſeldom the caſe, the 
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poor beaſts being accuſtomed daily to paſs 
over theſe bridges. —Leyden appears to 
be a large town, well built, and very 
clean. The univerſity is a fine building : 
the anatomy chamber is ſaid to be worthy 
the inſpection of a traveller; and the phy- 
fic garden contains a great number of rare 
exotics, and is very extenfive; but I had 
only juſt time to walk up the principal 
ſtreet whilſt breakfaſt was getting ready, 
—From Leyden to Haarlaem is eighteen 
Engliſh miles; the road extremely ſandy, 
and heavy all the way. We were five 


hours in going it, though we had four - 


very good horſes. Haarlaem is a fine old 
town, We ſtopped to dine at the Golden 
Fleece, oppoſite the great church, where 
there is a famous organ, ſaid to be the 
largeſt and fineſt toned in the worid, 
We ſent for the organiſt, ho entertained 
us very agreeably whilſt dinner was pre- 
paring ; the trumpet, and the lute ſtop, fo 
oppoſite in their tones, delighted me be- 
yond meaſure; my father deſired me fit 
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down, were it only to ſay, that I had 
played on the famous organ at Haarlaem. 
attempted Handel's water piece, and 
had many high flown compliments from 
mynheer, the organiſt, on my execution, 
1 gave him a ducat, for which he re- 
turned me the loweſt bow I ever received 
from a Dutchman. From this place to 
Amſterdam is nine milos; but we ſat out 
ſo late, that we did not reach the gates 
till juſt as they were ſhutting. Our 
coach was immediately ſurrounded with 
an aſtoniſhing number of valets of all 
nations, who vociferouſly offered their 
ſervices; and though we repeatedly told 
them they were not: wanted, a+ dozen of 
them at leaſt, attended us to the Arms of 
Amſterdam; the hotel recommended to 
zus by our friends at the Hague. — And 
here is your. Louiſa in perfect health, 
thank God, and excellent ſpirits. My 
father ſays, he never ſaw me look ſo well; 
and if the glaſs be true, on which I have 
* glanced my eye, he is not much miſ- 
taken. 
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taken. Sally attends me, preceded by 
two pretty Dutch chamber-maids, in neat 
linen jackets, fitted exactly to the waiſt, 
and ſhort petticoats to ſhew their nice red 
flippers. —My bed-chamber and dreſſing- 
room are, J affure you, in a capital ſtile, 
and monfieur Thebot honours us with 
the title of milord and milady, at every 
word. — Good night to my dear Harriot— 
remember me to all dear friends, and 
believe me, | 
Yours moſt affectionately, 
Lovisa Diez 
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Ms. Dreßnr ro THE RRV. Mn. Mon. 


| erdam, July. 
Dzan CnanLiie, I 3 


| E arrived here laſt night, and I am 
| happy in giving you an invitation 
from this city, to join us at Hanover, 


Louiſa is in good health and ſpirits, and 
has exerted herſelf ſucceſsfully in divert- 


ing my thoughts from ſome gloomy ap- 
prehenſions, of which you ſhall know the 
cauſe when we meet. You will find her 
the ſame open, generous, tender girl ſhe 
ever was; but I think her perſon is im- 
proved, and her vivacity heightened, 
even in this little tour ;—ſhe has been be- 
fieged by lovers numberleſs—the ſweet- 
neſs of her manners giving all ſuppoſed 
room to hope. On theſe occaſions, my 
dear Charles, I always ſtood your friend, 
by declaring, that ſhe was engaged to a 
worthy Engliſh gentleman, to whom ſhe 
would be married when ſhe became of 
age. Thus you ſee that I am proud to call 
1 you 
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you my ſon, 4 priori; and the firſt wiſh 
of my heart is to join your hands, and to 
ſee you the happieſt of men. We ſhall 
ſtay here only a few days, ſo that on the 
receipt of this, you may ſet out. I told 
Louiſa I was writing to you, and aſked 
if ſhe had any thing to ſay ; ſhe bluſhed, 
and ſaid if I would leave my letter on the 
table, when I had finiſhed it, ſhe would 
ſeal it for me. There will be no occaſion 
for you to write—order your chaiſe to the 
houſe of Mr. M. the banker, and he 
will direct you to our hotel. — Pray make 
my reſpectful compliments to your noble 
and worthy patron, and tell him that 
I intend myſelf the honar of writing him 
very ſaon. —Your mother and fiſter are 
yet, I ſuppoſe, at Brighthelmſtone ; if you 
have not time to ſee them before you 
fet out, you will of courſe write to them, 
and fail not to remember me kindly to 
them, —Need I ſay that I am, 
Your ſincere and affectionate friend, 
Jonx DicBy, 
POSTSCRIPT 


( 164 ) 
Posrsckirr By Miss Did BV. 


I CANNOT, indeed Iwiſh not, to conceal 
from my dear Charles, the pleaſure I have 
received in peruſing my father's letter; 
and will only ſay, that authoriſed by duty 
and affection, and relying on the love 
and honor of my dear Mordaunt, he wilt 
meet a welcome reception from 

Lovisa Dronx. 
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Ms. Dicsy To Lord L. 


| | An ſerdam. 

My Lox bp, 
PRESUME Mr. Mordaunt has ac- 
quainted your lordſhip with the invita- 
tion I have given him to ſpend a few days 
with us at Hanover. When you were 
firſt pleaſed to expreſs your wiſhes to 
ferve. him, from your opinion of his 
merit, I defired his mother to make you 
fully acquainted with my views. The 
intimacy which has long ſubſiſted be- 
tween Miſs Mordaunt and my daughter, 
was the means of introducing her bro- 
ther to my family. As he was then a 

very young man, I could not venture 

to form a decifive judgment on his cha- 
rafter; but I was ſo far prejudiced in 

his fayor, as very readily to lend -him 
my good opinion, and I became earneſtly 
intereſted in him, from my obſervation 
of the mutual and growing inclination 
| which 
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which my daughter and he viſibly en. 
tertained for each other. On the death 
of lady Caroline, I awoke as from a 
dream, and on making a cloſe inſpection 
into my affairs, I was ſoon- convinced, 
that a reduction of my expences was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; but I did not then know, 
that the ſale of my eſtate in S——ſhire, 
was an act of juſtice my creditors had a 
right to expect from me. As I had no 
other child by lady Caroline but Louiſa, 
her fortune became 10, oool. ſecured in 
the funds, and payable on her attaining 
the age of twenty-one. The meaſure 1 
took to extricate myſelf ag. once from all 
pecuniary demands, by ſeRing my eſtate 
at the Priory, which was not entailed, 
has ſo far anſwered the end, as to leave 
me a free man; but a very ſmall income 
is reſerved from this wreck of my at- 
fairs. The eſtate Mr. Mordaunt enjoys 
from his father, is not, I think, more than 
200l. per ann. and he was therefore very 
prudently brought up to the church, in 

| the 
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the hope of gaining ſome preferment, 
as an addition to his fortune. At his 
mother's death, indeed, her jointure, of 
zool. a year, will fall to him; but I hope 
he will not receive that addition to his 
income for many years. The two thou- 


ſand pounds left to Miſs Mordaunt, would 


have been a ſmall fortune, but her grand- 
mother's legacy of 5oool. places her in 
very eaſy and independent cireumſtan- 
ces. On turning theſe things in my: 
mind, I begin to think, that an earlier 
union, between Mr. Mordaunt and my 
daughter, may prudently take place, than 


I intended; as I confeſs to your lord- 


ſhip, that Lam very anxious to ſee: her. 
married, and thereby abſolutely out of 
the power of her mother's relations; 
which would not be the caſe, were I to 
die during her minority. If your lord- 
ſhip approves my plan, and will uſe your 
intereſt in procuring Mr. Mordaunt ſome 
ſmall preferment immediately, I will pay 
the whole of the yearly intereſt of my 
daughter's 
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daughter*sfor tune, which at four percent. is 
4001. per ann. till ſhe becomes of age, tho 
the truſtees allow only half that ſum for her 
maintenance, and will return before winter 
to England, and fee them united for life, — 
In a courſe of years Mr. Mordaunt muſt 
riſe in the church; his father was well 
reſpected, and your lordſhip's friendſhip 
is a ſtrong recommendation. I have ſome 
friends who would be happy to ſerve 
me; ſo that on the whole, they will be 
ſtrong enough to keep the wolf from the 
door.—l have not ſuffered a word of my 
intention to eſcape me to my daughter, nor 
will I diſcloſe it to Mr. Mordaunt, till 
I am honoured with your lordſhip's an- 
ſwer, which you will pleaſe to addreſs to 


me at Mr. M. the banker, at Hanover. 


I remain, my lord, 
| Moſt reſpectfully, 
Tour lordſhip's obedient ſervant, 
| Jonx Di6BY. 


Miss 
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Miss Diez To Miss MorDavunrt. 
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Amſterdam. 

Mr Dear Harztiort, 
WILL now endeavour to give you 
ſome account of this large city, tho” 
Jam conſcious it will be a very confuſed 
one; the ſhortneſs of our ſtay, and the 
exceſſive heat, allowing me very little 
time for obſervation ; but to begin in 
form—This city is the largeſt in the 
ſeven united provinces, and by far the 
moſt conſiderable in point of trade; tho” 
much inferior to London in ſize, it is a 
very large city, and has the appearance 
of a great deal of buſineſs. The build- 
ings indeed, are inferior to thoſe at the 
Hague, taken altogether ; but then. there 
are ſome elegant, and I may ſay, magnifi- 
cent houſes in every quarter of the town. 
The ſtreets in general, are very narrow; 
and cleanlineſs is not ſo much regarded 
here, as at Rotterdam. Att his time time of 
Vor. I. I the 
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the year, the ſtagnated water in the canals 
is extremely offenſive; and even that which 
is filtered for family uſe,is ſometimes into- 
lerably bad. There are fewer Engliſh 
families here, than in Rotterdam; though 
they are indulged with two Preſbyterian 
meeting houſes, and an Engliſh epiſ- 
copal church, of which the worthy doctor 
Charles is the miniſter ;—but this church 
is not endowed as Rotterdam is; and the 
ſalary of the clergyman entirely depends 
on the voluntary contribution of his con- 
gregation—a humiliating fituation to a 
gentleman, who has had. a liberal, and 
conſequently an expenſive education, and 
looked forward to better proſpects. The 
common people are very inſolent to ſtran- 
gers, if they are well dreſt. I could hardly 
walk the ſtreets without being inſulted, 
becauſe I wore a handſome Engliſh riding- 
dreſs. The Stadthouſe is a very large 
and elegant building, containing all the 
public offices, courts of juſtice, audience 


chamber, &c. and ſome of the principal 
| apartments 
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apartments, are ornamented with valuable 
paintings ſome hiſtorical pieces are eſti- 
mated at a very high price. The ex- 
change alſo, is a noble building, and at 
noon is crowded with perſons of all na- 
tions, of which the Jews make a conſider- 
able number. The houſes of correctoin 
are under good regulations. The pu— 
niſhment of the water cloſet is, I believe, 
peculiar to this city. On any groſs miſ- 
behaviour of a priſoner, he is put into 
this cloſet, which reſembles a well; a 
ſtream of water is let in, which is ſuffered 
to riſe up to his chin; he is ordered to 
lay hold on the handle of a pump, which 
is placed before him, and work for his 
life. It requires the utmoſt exertion of 
the delinquent, to keep his head above 
water; and if he is ſuſpected of not 
doing his beſt, it is ſuffered to riſe up to 
his mouth, which compels him to work 
in earneſt, The ſtated time of puniſn- 
ment is an hour, but few are able to hold 
out ſo long. There is no real danger of 
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drowning, as the water riſes and falls by 
the turning of different cocks, at the plea- 
ſure of the perſon who ſuperintends this 
mode of puniſhment. The ſpin-houſe, 
where diſorderly women are confined, is 
very neat, decent, and well regulated. 
They are cloathed in a uniform belonging 
to the houſe—are kept conſtantly at work, 
and denied all improper company. Their 
ſentence of confinement is frequently 
fifty or ſixty years; but ona repreſent- 
ation from the matron, of their orderly 
behaviour, the time of imprifonment 1s 
taken off by degrees, and few of thoſe 
who behave tolerably well, are con- 
fined longer than three or four years. 
Public executions are not frequent in this 
country, and I ſincerely wiſh we had 
fewer of them in ours. As they are 
confeſſedly uſed, for the ſake of exam- 
ple, to deter others from committing 
crimes.of the ſame nature; and repeated 
experiments have proved, that this end is 
not anſwered by the, I think the legiſ- 
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{ature would act wiſely in adopting ſome 
other mode of puniſhment. Impriſon- 
ment for lite, ſecluſion from all ſociety, 
hard labour, neceſſary diſcipline and ſpare 
diet, would be more likely to deter pro- 
fligate wretches from committing crimes, 
than death, which they know muſt one 
day overtake them; —and the ſhame of a 
public execution will have very little 
effect on the mind of a man who has 
lived a life of public depredation;—but 
think not, my dear Harriot, that I claim 


the merit of theſe obſervations. My 


father made them as we fat at table, he 


having viſited the priſon in the morning 
with one of the magiſtrates; there he 


found a poor Engliſh ſailor, who had 
been confined ſeveral months for break- 
ing the windows of a houſe, where he 
had been ill treated ; and having neither 
friends or money, might have remained 
there a long time, had not my father pro- 
cured his diſcharge, by paying his fees, 


and a trifle for the damage he had done. 
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They have a great deal of marble in 
their houſes, moſt of the paſſages, halls 
and ſtair- caſes being paved with it. The 
river Amſter, which runs through part of 
the city, is very broad; and the baſon 
where the ſhips lie, affords an agreeable 
view; there are frequently two hundred 


veſſels, which are moored in regular lines, 


to prevent confuſion and damage. They 
have carriages here, peculiar to this city; 
—they are coaches fixed on a ſledge, 
without wheels, drawn by one horſe, and 
guided by a man who walks at the ſide, 
When the city was firſt built, it was 
feared the rattling of tov many carriages 
might endanger the foundation of the 
houſes, which ſtand on piles; the ſpot 
on which the city is built, being a very 
deep moraſs. As the inhabitants inereaſ- 
ed, the limited number of coaches on 
wheels, was found too ſmall; and to 
remedy the inconvenience in ſome mea- 
ſure, theſe low coaches were introduced, 


which, though they have a moſt ridicu- 
| lous 
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lous appearance, are nevertheleſs very 
convenient, cheap and eaſy, and are much 
uſed by the midling fort of people and 


here ends my account of Amſterdam. It 


is a very large, populous flouriſhing city; 
but yet I could not bear to reſide here, 
were it only for the badneſs of the wa- 
ter, We were forced to drink Seltzer 
water, for which they charge fifteen 
pence a bottle, which 1s two-thirds the 
price of claret. The weather is intoler- 
ably hot, and the ſtench from the 
canals, inſupportable. I am very glad 
that we ſet out to-morrow. I will write 
you again from Oſnaburg, where we 
ſhall ſtop one day—perhaps a certain 
friend of ours may overtake us there. 
My father wrote him from hence, on 
our arrival, and I added a line by way 
of P. $.—Adieu, my dear Harriot.—Love 
and compliments to all friends, from 
Your ſincerely affectionate, 
Lovisa D16BY. 
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Lord L. To Joan Dio, Esq, 


| Gro/venor-/quart, 
Dear Sis, 


1 RECEIVED the favour of your letter, 

and think myſelf honoured by the 
communication you have made me. Re- 
ſpecting your views, with regard to Mr. 
Mordaunt, there cannot be a ſtronger re- 
commendation in his favour, than the 
confidence you repoſe in him; and your 
wiſh to unite him to your lovely and all- 
accompliſhed daughter, is a call on me to 
give an unequivocal proof of the friend- 
ſhip I profeſs for him. It would be a pity 
that his want of immediate preferment 
ſhould delay the happineſs you intend for 
him, and without explaining myſelf fur- 
ther on the ſubje&, I have expreſſed to 
Mr. Mordaunt my hopes, that you will be 
prevailed on to return to England before 
the winter, and conſent to his marriage. 
If we can get him a good living in the 
oY | mean 
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mean time, ſo much the better—if not, I 
have concerted a plan, which I flatter my- 
ſelf will. meet your approbation, but which 
beg you will indulge me in concealing, 
till 1 have the pleaſure of ſeeing you. 
Your abſence 1s regretted by all your. 
friends, and by none more ſo, than, 
Dear Sir, 
Vour fincere and faithful! 
Humble ſervant, 
L. 
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Miss Diogx ro Miss Morvaoyr., 


Ofnaburgh, Tuly, 
Mr Dax Harmon, 

W. arrived here laſt night, after a 
fatiguing journey, owing to the 
badneſs of the roads, which were made 
worſe than uſual, by a very heavy rain the 
night before we ſet out; we ſlept the firſt 
night at Amorsfort, a neat clean town, 
twelve leagues from Amſterdam. In our 
way, we paſled through Naardam, a re- 
gular fortification, and the defence of Am- 
ſterdam on that fide ;—it commands the 
river which runs into the Zeuder Sea, and 
the adjacent country may be laid under 
water at pleaſure. In time of war, there 
is a large force kept here, but at preſent 
the garriſon conſiſts of invalids only.— 
Near this town we paſſed a palace, ſituated 
in a large wood, belonging to the prince 
of Orange. We were told it was a very 


| pleaſant place, but the country was too 
BL full 
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fall of water, and the roads too bad, to 
make us.think it ſo at that time; the ex- 
pence of travelling poſt, is dearer than in 
England: we paid at the rte of eighteen 
pence Engliſh per mile, for four horſes ; 
beſides an exhorbitant impoſition for paſ- 
ſage · money, ſtreet-money, bridge- money, 
&c. &c. which being demanded by a com- 
miſſary, with all the inſolence of office, 
there is no redreſs, and the beſt way is to 
draw your purſe | with a good g grace. 
The next ſtage A to Deventer,, 
which. is the laſt town belonging to the 
States on this fide, being the frontier of 
Guelderland, —The roads were intolerably. 
bad; with ſix horſes to our coach, (for we 
were obliged to add two on the way) we 
were eight hours in going as many leagues 
—the ſand for miles together was almoſt 
up to the axle-tree, and. it was near ten 
o-clock. at night before we reached the 
gates, This town. is very ſtrongly fortified, 


ſurrounded by a deep moat, and a.moraſs 


which can be laid under water in time of 
| i 6 | danger, 
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danger.— There were five regiments in 


garriſon, commanded by a lieutenant- ge- 


neral;— they appeared to be fine troops; 
their uniform blue, faced with red, with 
buff croſs-belts.—The charges on entering 
the town, were exorbitant; we paid after 
the rate of ſeven ſhillings Engliſh, as a 
toll for paſſing: the draw- bridge. In our 
way hither, we ſaw the palace of Loo, 
about a quarter of a mile from the road; 
It is honoured with the title of King's Loo, 
becauſe it was built by William the Third, 
when prince of Orange; it is the princi- 
pal ſummer reſidence of the Stadtholder, 
and is ſaid to contain ſome very elegant 
apartments; the pleaſure grounds, which 
appear to be very extenſive, are laid out 
quite in the Dutch taſte. We attended 


the parade here in the morning before we 


ſet out; the troops were drawn up in great 
order, and an excellent band of muſic 
played whilſt the guard was relieved.— 
From Deventer to Dilder is one poſt of 


eight leagues, where we dined at a toler- 


able 


. 
able inn, the maſter of which ſpoke a lit-- 


e- tle Engliſh; from thence to Benthiem is- 
F wenty-one Engliſh miles. I flept in the 

h  yoom which was always uſed by the late 
king in his journey to and from Hanover :. 
er but notwithſtanding this recommendation, 
2 I never deſire a worſe bed- chamber. Here 

r is a large caſtle which commands the 
„ town, but appears almoſt in ruins. From 
3. hence to Reene is twelve miles, over wild 
r turf moors, very rotten and dangerous. 
> The poſtillions here begin to carry French 
: horns in belts acroſs their ſhoulders, which 
. they ſound at entering and going out of a. 


town, and in paſſing through the villages, 
| Reene-belongs.to the biſhop of Munſter, 
who keeps two regiments of ſoldiers. here. 
The religion. is Roman catholic; there are 
two churches, the alter- piece of one very 
magnificent; we attended mafs, and were 
treated with great reſpect. Our next ſtage 
was to Ipenburen, twelve miles; it be- 
longs to the king of Pruſſia, but the reli- 
gion is catholic ; the women wear large 
ſilver 
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filver eroſſes on their necks, and on the 
road (which was, if poſſible, worſe than 
the former ſtage) we paſſed a great num- 
ber of large croſſes and crucifixes, which 
the poſtihons reverenced by taking of 
their hats, and croſſing themſelves, Ipen- 
buren is a wretched place, the poſt-houſe 
a mere hovel.;—we ſhould have fared very 
indifferently, had it not been for the Weſt. 
phailia hams, which are in every chim- 
ney corner, and eggs in the greateſt abun- 
dance; here we got upon a very hard, ſtony 
road, which continues all the way to Ol. 


naburgh;, the face of the country im- 


proves greatly, and has fomething the ap- 


pearance of England, being diverſified 
with hills, woods, and. corn fields. We 


aſcended a very ſteep hill on leaving Ipen- 


buren, from. the top of which there is an 
extenſive proſpect. We were ſtopped at 
the gate of Oſnaburgh by the officer on 
guard, who. demanded. our name, buſi- 
neſs, and route, which was reported to the 
.commandant;, this ceremony over, we en- 


tercd 
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tered the city, the poſt-boys ſounding 
their horns, and cracking their whips, at 
a great rate, Wedrove to the Emperor's 
Head, a very good inn; it is kept by a 
young widow, who ſpeaks Engliſh ;—ſhe 
told me that ſhe lived nine months in 
London with a relation, who: then kept 
the King's Arms tavern in Cornbill. And 
here, my dear Harriot, I will conclude 
this long letter. My father thinks I am 
rather fatigued, and kindly inſiſts on reſt- 
ing here two days, that I may recover my 
ſpirits ;—ſhall I own to. you, that I com- 
ply with his wiſhes, partly from. the hope 
that our dear Charles may arrive in that 


time? We have not heard from him in 


anſwer to my father's letter from Amſter- 
dam, —but I. remember lie told him not 
to. write, With love. and compliments 
where due, I remain, 
Your truly affectionate friend, 
uf 59 Lovisa Dicsy, 


Miss 
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Mrss-Dicay ro Miss Moxpauyr.. 


(IN CONTINUATION,) 


Auguft. 


WE procced to-morrow on our jour- 
ney for. Hanover; and I confeſs. 


to my- dear Harriot, that: L am rather 


diſappointed in not having another com · 


panion, as we have ſtaid one day longer. 
than we intended, in hopes your brother 


might overtake us; but perhaps he does 
not think it neceſſary to travel' poſt—ho 
is ſure of a welcome reception, and can 
therefore take as much time as he pleaſes. 


He may be even yet in London, or amuſ- 
ing himfelf with the agreeable company 
at Brighthelinſtone.—Pardon . me, my 


dear friend; I do. not think that your 


brother can: treat my father's. eſteem, or 
my affection, with indifference ; but I am 
in a humour to be diffatisfied with: my- 
ſelf,. and every body elfe ; I will there- 


fore go on with the account of our tra - 
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yels, tho? I fear you are already heartily 
tired of my poor endeavours to amuſe you. 
This town is not large, and but indif- 
ferently fortified. The garriſon confiſts 
of about three hundred Hanoverian 
troops, under the command of a German 
officer. Its protector is the prince biſhop, 
his majeſty's ſecond ſon.” The eſtabliſhed 
religion is Lutheran, tho” the majority of 
the inhabitants are Catholics. The ca- 
thedral is a fine old building; the choir 
and high altar richly ornamented, beſides 
a great number of ſmaller altars at which 
maſſes are ſaid every day ;—the clergy 
belonging to the cathedral do not live 
in cloyſters, but in private houſes in dif- 
ferent parts of the town. Here is alſo, a 
monaſtery of Dominicans, and two con- 
vents of nuns, of the order of St. Bene» 
dict. We attended maſs in the chapel 
of the Dominicans, which was perform- 
ed with an incredible degree of often= 
tation and ſuperſtition. The ornaments 


of the high altar are very grand, and 
there 
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there are ſome fine paintings. An image 
of our Saviour on the croſs, as large a 
life, is allowed to be a moſt excellent 
piece of workmanſhip ;- but the fight of 
it, ſo far from affording me any pleaſure, 
filled me with horror. Before the bene- 
diction was given, two prieſts ſprinkled 
the congregation with holy water, by dip- 
ping a green buſh or rod into a ſilver 
bucket. I was defirous of avoiding this 
part of the ceremony, but feared to give 
offence, and therefore patiently received 
a very abundant portion of conſecrated 
water on my head and face. Notwith- 
ſtanding the apparent ſanctity of the 
friars, J obſerved they now and then in- 
dulged themſelves in taking a fly peep at 
me; my Engliſh riding dreſs, with hat 
feather, might perhaps attract their 
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© ARtice- - I obſerved that they had each a 


Plain horn ſnuff-box,. to which they had 


+= * frequent recourſe during the ſervice. 


One in particular, who ſeemed to be 
lately recovered from a fit of ſickneſs, 
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handled his little box with great modeſty 
and gracefulneſs, and put me mind of 
Stern's monk at. Calais. Our landlady 
aſked if I choſe to ſee the convent, called 
the white nunnery ; and very civilly of- 
fered to attend me, having been herſelf a 
penſioner there, when a girl, and ac- 
quainted with the nuns. My father 
thought it a good opportunity, of ſatisfy- 
ing my curiofity, and I very very readily ac- 
companied her to the convent, which ſtands 
on a hill at the extremity of the town, and 
commands a very extenfive proſpect. On 
entering the porch, my conductreſs rang a 
bell, which brought a nun, in a black habit 
with a white-veil, and a large bunch. of 
keys at her fide, to the-grate. On being 
told that an Engliſh lady was defirous of 
ſceing the chapel, and as much of the 
convent as their rule permitted, ſhe pulls 
cd a ſtring, by which a door was opened 
that led into a handſome parlour, ſepa» 
rated from the interior of the convent by 
a large iron gate, tue whole length of 


the * 


o 
———— — 7 — went... + 


K—— 
2 


3 


Rk 
BS 


= 


- ne a = = — 2 
. * 
— "== X : ©, * 


4 


* | ED, — = 4 
— = Y * 4 © - 
EIT £497, opts ee a 


I — 


== A 
—— 


Ls 
2 


— 


— — AKÄ—A—Äk dAvwcic..Þ4 
2 Sx 


= — 2 . * 5 * . 
* 1 — _ 
1 EC, ED NLECESgn—n—; 


— ——<— >< . ¶ͥᷣ³⁴ —— — — — 
— — 1 — oo err r 


D . ———— 


— — — 


— — —  — 


—— ͤ—D•—U— EE II ITE 


— 


— — 
— 


ö 
1 


( 788 J 


the room, and latticed within fide ;=here 
we were defired to repoſe ourſelves, whilſt 
the lady abbeſs was acquainted with our 
requeſt, After waiting near a quarter of 
an hour, part of the lattice was with- 
drawn from within, and the abbeſs, at- 
tended by two nuns, made her appear. 
ance. Her habit was black, with a white 
veil, which was thrown back, and dif- 
fered in nothing from the other nuns, 
except the ornament of an elegant gold 
croſs, which hung from. her neck by a 
firing of beads. She received me with 


great politeneſs and affability, and was 


much pleaſed. that I could converſe with 
her in French. On expreſſing my great 
defire to ſee the interior of the convent, 
the lady .abbeſs replied, that in ſtrict 
rule, ſhe could not grant the favor, with- 
out applying to the cardinal, who pre- 
fided over eccleſiaſtical affairs; for the 
a prince biſhop, who being a layman, and 
proteſtant, was obliged to. deligate his 
; —— to a Fong of the Romiſh 


church; 
Q 
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church; but that having herſelf a diſcre- 


tionary power to act in caſes of emer- 
gency, ſhe would exerciſe it in oblig- 
ing an Engliſh lady of my rank, who 
condeſcended to viſit the abode of a few 
poor, ſecluded nuns; and that ſhe ex- 
expected 1 would paſs the day with her. 
After expreſſing a due ſenſe of her great 
politeneſs, I difpatched madame, to ac- 
quaint my father with the cauſe of my 
abſence, having obtained permiſſion front 
the abbeſs to keep Sally with me. This 
poor filly creature was ſtruck with filent 
aſtoniſhment at the firſt appearance of 
the nuns, and ſeemed in great ſuſpence 
during our converſation, a very {mall 
part of which only, ſhe could make out; 
but when I informed her that we were 
going within the gate, and ſhould ſpend 


ſome hours in the convent, ſhe burſt into 


tears, and moſt earneſtly intreated not to 
venture within the iron bars, or truſt 


myſelf with thoſe ſtrange looking wo- 
men, as I certainly ſhould never come 


out 
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but again alive. I could have beat the 


filly girl for her folly, and ordering her, 


fomewhat harſhly, to follow me, the 
fremblingly obeyed ; and a ſmall door in 
the grate opening, we entered, and [ 
approached the lady abbeſs, kiſſing her 
hand in the moſt reſpe&ful manner. She 
 faid that the nuns had dined, but that 1 
fhould ſee them at ſupper in the refectoire 
at five o'clock ; the then infiſted on my 
taking ſome refreſhment, after which l 
ſhould attend her at veſpers, when ſhe 
doubted not I ſhould: be much pleaſed, 
as they had ſeveral very fine voices in the 
choir, I told her that I was extremely 
fond of muſic, and attempted to play a 
little on the organ and hapſicord; ſhe 
was pleafed to reply, that the organ in 
their chapel was accounted a fine inſtru- 
ment. That ſiſter Thereſa was a perfect 
miſtreſs of muſic, and fingered with 
wondefful execution. When my little 
refection was brought in, which conſiſted 
of 2 boiled chicken, a white ſoup, and a 
delicate 
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delicate deſert of fruit, and iced creams; 
the abbeſs retired. I enquired of the 
lay ſiſter who attended me, what was 
become of my maid ; ſhe ſaid, that the 
daughter of a Bourgeoiſe of the town, 
who was a demi penſionaire, and under- 
ſtood a little Engliſh—had been ordered 
to entertain her, and that ſhe ſeemed to 
be very happy in her company. When 
I had finiſhed my little repaſt, and taken 
coffee, a nun entered to attend me to 
the lady abbeſs, who again received me 
with the moſt engaging ſweetneſs, and 
enquired with great politeneſs and deli- 
cacy, into my family and connections. 
When ſhe found that I was the grand- 
daughter of an Engliſh earl, her reſpect 


was increaſed, and ſhe requeſted my ac- © 


ceptance of two beautiful pieces of em- 
broidery on white ſatin, of her own work+ 
ing. Our converſation was . interrupted 
by the ringing of a ſmall bell, to call 
the nuns to veſpers, which ſervice begins 
at two o'clock. The lady abbeſs order- 

| ed 


: 
_ — — 


— ——2—U:- 


3 —— — 


= —_— — ——— - — — — — 


- — — 


i 
Kt 
1 
; 
5 
4 
H 
16 
4 25 
4 
[ 
1 
: 
® 
1 
9 
y 
q 
qr” 
C. 
; 
f 


( 192 ) 


ed me to be conducted into a ſeat at 
the ſide of the organ, and facing the 
entrance into the chapel. I was ſcarce 
feated, when ſhe entered, preceded by 
the ſiſters, who filed off on each ſide, 
making a lane for the the abbeſs, who 
aſcended her tall, placed under a canopy, 
the nuns filling the choir on each fide, 
The prieſt began the ſervice in the outer 
"chapel, which was divided from the inner, 
where I was, which was a beautiful braſs 
ſkreen, elegantly carved and ornamented. 
This outer chapel has a door into the 
ſtreet, which is always open during di- 
vine fervice, and is frequented at plea- 
ſure by the inhabitants of the town, of 
both ſexes; but no man can enter the 
inner chapel on any account; nor no wo- 
men either, who does not belong the fa- 
mily, except in a fimilar inſtance of reſ- 
pect to that which the lady abbeſs was 
pleaſed to ſhew me. The ſervice was 
chaunted delightfully, and the abbeſs 
might well ſay, I ſhould: be pleaſed; as 
* I think 
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[ think I never heard finer voices than 
three or four of the choir nuns;—the 
evening hymn to the virgin, was per- 
formed in a ſtile far ſuperior to any 
thing I could have expected within the 
walls of a nunnery.. After ſervice, I 
was ſhewn the cloyſters, and the nun's 
cells, which were very neat ſmall apart- 
ments, and without any of that gloom 
which we always annex to our ideas of 
2 convent, The lodging room of the 
penfioners ſomewhat reſembled a ward in 
an hoſpital, being a large room, with 
a bow window at the end, and a number 
of ſmall beds in rows againſt the walls 
on each fade, Two nuns, who have the 
particular care of 'the penfioners, always 
ſleep in this chamber, adjoining to which 
is another, which you may call the ſchool- 
room, where they write, paint, work, 
draw, and learn muſic ; in this room they 
line; the penſioners having no inter- 
courſe with the nuns, except on particu- 


ar teftrvals. I was then lead into a ſpa- 
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cious garden, ſurrounded with a high 
wall; here the nuns were amuſing them 
ſelves in walking and converſation ; they 
were generally in ſmall parties, though a 
few were alone, and ſeemingly engaged 
in contemplation. Their manner of ſa- 
luting each other 1s very graceful ; they 
bow their heads on their boſom, with 
their arms folded; and when they accoſt 
the abbeſs, they pay their duty with a 
bent knee. At five o'clock a ſmall bell 
ſummoned them to ſupper in the refec- 
tory : this 1s a large room, with a long 
table down the middle; at the head is 
a chair for the abbeſs, under a canopy, 
though ſhe never dines or ſups with them; 
and at the bottom is a kind of pulpit, 
where a man ſtands and reads during meal- 
times. The ſubject that afternoon, was the 
life and voluntary auſterites of St. Clara, 
who founded a very ſevere order that bears 
her name. A profound filence is obſerved 
at table; the refreſhment conſiſted of a 


great variety of vegetables, eggs, and fruit. 
When 


6998 


When the repaſt was ended, the nuns 
retired to their ſeperate _ cells, and 1 
ſaw no more of them. I find the cuſ- 


om is for them to remain alone about | 


half an hour, and then walk in the 
garden if the weather be fine, or take 
ſome other amuſement till ſeven o'clock, 
when they are ſummoned again to pray- 


ers, and at eight they retire to reſt.— 


I will not take upon me to ſay that 
this life of ſecluſion from the world, 
is always a happy one; but the nuns 
take a great deal of pains to convince 
one, that they are perfectly ſatisfied with 
their fituation, and have no wiſh to be 
abſolved from their vows ;—how far they 
may be fincere in- theſe declarations, I 


will not venture to determine; but 1 


muſt ſay, they appear to be very con- 
tented with, and reſigned to their fate. 
The abbeſs took her leave of me with 
an air of peculiar tenderneſs on the ar- 
rival of our landlady ; and Sally being ſum- 
moned, I left the convent highly pleaſed 
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with the ſcene, My dear father was juſt 
returned before me; he had been to viſit 
the biſhop's palace, which he ſaid was 
large, and capable of being made very 
commodious, but that at preſent it was 
ſadly neglected. He was much pleaſed 
with the account I gave him of my en. 
tertainment at the nunnery, and wrote a 
letter of thanks to the lady abbeſs in 
French, for the honor ſhe had conferred 
on mez—and. thus, my dear Harriot, I 
conclude my account of Oſnaburgh. We 
ſet out to-morrow for Hanover, which 
is ninety-ſix Engliſh miles from this 
place; ſo that we muſt lie one night on 
the road. By the advice of our hoſteſs, 
who is extremely civil and reaſonable in 
her charges, we have laid in a ſtock of 

proviſion, conſiſting of cold fowls, a dried 
tongue, ſome French bread, and a little 
Madeira; being aſſured that we ſhall meet 
with nothing eatable on the road ;—that 
the bread eſpecially, which is made of 
rye, is quite black and generally ſour.— 
1 It 
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It is time to retire to reſt, as we ſet out 
early in the morning. I endeavour all I 
can to be chearful, and ſeek all opportu- 
nities of amuſing my mind; but in truth, 
I am very low ſpirited, —Good night, 
my dear friend—Heaven guard and pro- 
tet you So prays your affect ionate, 
Lovisa Dicsy. 
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